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consultancy, brokerage, business incubation, management consultancy and foreign company
representation. We are able to ensure best value transactions and intermediation because
we base our decisions on a constantly updated database of contacts, suppliers and brokers in
fulfilling our customer orders. Our purpose is to broaden the notion of professional service
to encompass in depth analysis and consultancy in strategy formulation and development
of Human Resources (HR). In addition, we assist companies and institutions improve their
overall performance and profitability as well as reach optimal efficiency of its operations. The
professionalism and quality of our services speak for itself.
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Editorial
NEED FOR DECORUM IN
PARTY POLITICS AS THE
CONVENTION PERIOD OF
NIGERIA’S RULING PARTY
APPROACHES
Barr Mainasara Umar Kogo Chairman Editorial Board

A

s the
arrangements
for the conduct
of 2023 elections are
heightened by the
Independent National
Electoral Commission,
alignments, realignments
and gladiators horses
- trading among
the politicians are
intensifying. The
major political parties
have unveiled their
strategies regarding
zonings and evolution
of political contenders.
To complement this, the
National Assembly did
pass the long awaited
Electoral Amendment
Act and is as well now
at completion stage of
the equally long awaited
amendments in the 1999
Constitution.

What is remarkably
very interesting is the
intensity of intrigues in
the game play within the
Nigeria’s ruling party,
the All Progressives
Congress. There are
rumored conflicts among
the various conflicting
blocks, all in the interests
of getting for each of
the contending groups,
its own winning the
Chairmanship of
the party, among others.
This squabble has
resulted in dissolution
and counter dissolutions
of the leadership of
the ruling party. This is
apart from the numerity
of court processes,
emanating from within
the party, orchestrating
on one or more
identifiable self-centred

interests or the other.
The foundation of
all these problems
emanated from the
foundational problem in
the refusal of the party
of establish its Board of
Trustees. Equally relevant
is the refusal of the party
to elect substantive
officers across the
National, Zonal, State and
Local Government levels.
The Government too has
its share of the blame
in that Governmental
Appointments are made
without any input from
the party.
From the above analysis,
we shall wait to see the
type of rainfall that the
thick, dark political cloud
of the ruling party will
deliver at its forthcoming
National Convention. The

Nation looks upon the
leadership of the ruling
party for the panacea
to Nigeria’s current
delicate political fuss.
This is predicated upon
the fact that the ruling
party has all the excellent
brains to assemble in
order to surmount the
humongous challenges
bedeviling the style
of Governance and
the polity of the most
populous democracy
in Africa, and indeed
in the black world. It is
my highest optimism
and confidence that
the ruling party will
decisively address all
its internal acrimonies
in pronto, in the overall
interest of deepening our
well balance democracy.
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Letters To The Editor
AEPB, why violate the law?
Adama Umar Yahaya,

For a healthy society,
law was made to
checkmate the activities
of men and bring sanity
into the system. It
should now be a course
to worry if same law is
being turn over as a tool
to oppress the weak.
How genuine is the
operation of Abuja
Environmental
Protection Board(AEPB)?
This is a regulatory
body charged with
the responsibility for
the protection and
management of the
FCT environment. Are
they really carrying
out their duties based
on their mandate?
How well does one
define environmental
nuisance?
Investigations have
revealed that the
operatives of this agency
extort and harass petty
sellers found by the
roadside. They go after
food and suya sellers,
drinking bars, kiosks
that deal on general
goods and provisions,
salons, mobile point of
sale (POS) operators and
others.
More worrisome is
the destruction of the
property of their victims
including food and
carting away whatever
item they lay their hands

Gov. Wike on Electoral
Act

We are glad Mr President
on. Meanwhile, they
has bowed to pressure
have other people that
and signed the ammended
they show favouritism
electoral act into law but
to.
he shouldn’t have allowed
An incident happened
Nigerians pass through
a week ago in Gudu,
this level of emotions and
a district in Abuja
tension before doing the
Municipal Area Council.
right thing.
These men under the
guidance of some
This ammendment is a
police officers loaded
victory for Nigerians as it
themselves with guns
would reduce electoral
and sticks to kiosks to
violence, give credibility to
carry out their nefarious
our electoral process and
activities of harassment.
make popular acceptance
On refusal by the
the route to public office.
owners and other
sympathisers, the police
Mr President’s call for
officers opened fire on
an ammendment of the
them and about three
clause which requires
or four people were
political appointees to
shot, while others were
resign before contesting
beaten to the point that
party primaries is
they sustained injuries.
questionable. It is obvious
This is an abuse taken
he is trying to influence
too far. Police is a law
the process in favour of
enforcement agency
his appointees that might
that is supposed to
want to contest elections.
uphold the law.
The country is already
Laws should be made in
hot and people are
the interest of Nigerians
trying hard to survive.
and not for a few cronies.
Having people under
If he believes in free and
the disguise of law
to sabotage their
efforts should not be
entertained. The FCTA
should look into the
activities of this body
before things get out of
hand. The victims may
decide to fight back one
day.
Adama Umar Yahaya,
Email:nassman2007@yahoo.com

fair elections and for
everyone to have a level
playing field Mr President
wouldn’t demand for
an ammendment of the
clause which requires
political appointees to
resign before participating
in party primaries.
I commend the National
Assembly for listening
to the voice of Nigerians
and including the usage
of smart card readers and
electronic transmission of
results in our laws.
To everyone who spoke
up, advocated and insisted
on the signing of the
ammended electoral
act, your effort has paid
off, your voice has been
heard and you have made
a key contribution to the
development of credibility
in our electoral system.
Gov. Nyesom Wike, CON,
Executive Governor of
Rivers
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President Buhari Inaugurates CBN Lafia Branch
President Muhammadu Buhari has inaugurated the recently completed branch of the Central Bank of Nigeria
(CBN) in Lafia, Nasarawa State, as part of his two-day visit to the State.
Jennifer Samuel reports

President Buhari (Left) Mr. Emefele (Middle) and Governor of Nassarawa State

U

nveiling the
plaque, to
formally
open the building on
Thursday, February
24, 2022, President
Buhari commended
the Governor and
Management of the
Bank, for putting up a
structure that will ensure
a work environment
conducive for staff to
contribute their quota to
the development to the
economy.
Welcoming the President
and his entourage
that included the host
Governor, Engineer
Abdullahi Sule, and
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other Governors from
neighbouring States,
the CBN Governor,
Mr. Godwin Emefiele,
expressed appreciation
to President Buhari for
the support the CBN
had enjoyed under his
leadership.
Mr. Emefiele said the
construction of the
state-of-the-art Lafia
Branch was in line with
the Bank’s desire to take
the services of the CBN
closer to the grassroots,
particularly as the Bank
embarks on delivering
on the President’s
vision of delivering
transformational
agriculture in Nigeria and

to Nigerians.
According to him, the
Bank’s Development
Finance office in Lafia
will work on
delivering the dividend
of the Anchor Borrowers’
Programme (ABP)
and other agricultural
initiatives of the Bank,
to farmers and other
agricultural extension
workers in the area.
Furthermore, he said
the new complex, which
would provide a befitting
workplace for staff, was
also a fulfilment of the
Federal Government’s
objective of having a
branch of the Central

Bank of Nigeria in every
State of the Federation,
for currency and
business transactions by
government agencies &
corporate entities.
The complex, which was
completed on August
13, 2021, comprises of
the Main and Ancillary
Buildings spread out with
parking lots, fuel dump
and security posts, water
storage and treatment
plants etc., positioned as
appropriate & approved
by the Nasarawa State
Building Regulatory
Authorities.

News

Wike to Anglican Church: Mobilise members, Nigerians
for enthronement of good leadership in Nigeria.
Rivers State Governor, Nyesom Ezenwo Wike has urged the Church of Nigeria, Anglican Communion to use their
numerical strength to determine the enthronement of good political leadership in Nigeria.
Jennifer Samuel reports

Rivers State Governor,
Nyesom Ezenwo Wike
has urged the Church
of Nigeria, Anglican
Communion to use
their numerical strength
to determine the
enthronement of good
political leadership in
Nigeria.
The Governor said
while the church cannot
jettison the place of
prayers, it should be
combined with actual
encouragement of the
members to be involved
in all political processes
that include voting and
being voted for.
Governor Wike gave

the charge at the
formal opening of the
February Meetings of
the Church of Nigeria
(Anglican Communion)
Standing Committee
of the Mothers’ Union
Executive at St. Andrew’s
Anglican Church in
Rumuobiokani of Obio/
Akpor Local Government
Area of Rivers State on
Wednesday.
The Governor said it is
scriptural that the people
truly rejoices when a
nation is ruled by good
people.
Accordingly, he stated,
that the Church bears

divine obligation for
such good leadership
over Nigeria to be
realized, which is through
active and effective
engagement in the
nation’s political process.
“There are churches that
claim tens of millions of
registered members with
branches everywhere,
yet these numbers are
not available in votes
during crucial national
elections.
“If the Church doesn’t
like what is happening
to Nigeria; the
ravaging insecurity,
the lack of meaningful

development; the mass
poverty; the unending
economic pains on
ordinary Nigerians; the
recurring violent conflicts
and recriminations; the
violence on women
and children; the
discrimination and
widespread social,
economic and political
injustices and the
general lack of hope and
direction;
“Then, it must start to
mobilize its members
and Nigerians in general
to join and actively
participate in the
political process to bring
about the genuine and
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sustainable change that
our country so urgently
needs.”
Governor Wike insisted
that what will change
Nigeria for the better
is good governance
which comes with good
leadership actuated from
and by the will of the
people through credible
elections.
The Governor said good
leaders begets good
governance, which
begets peace, progress
and prosperity for
society.
Governor Wike pointed
out that good leaders
are problem-solvers not
problem-compounders.
He said only good
leaders can resolve the
country’s perennial
economic, social, and
security challenges.
“Good leaders respect
the rule of law, places
the common interest
above self, are fair to all
sections of the society
and promotes social
cohesion by giving
everyone or section a
true sense of belonging.
“Good leaders prioritize
the security and
wellbeing of the people
through sound economic
policies and refrain
from juggling politics
and development to the
detriment of the nation.
“Good leaders would
work with the legislature
to strengthen the State
institutions, promote
human rights and ensure
an independent judicial
system.
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“A Good leader will
readily sign the amended
Electoral Bill into law to
guarantee a fraud-proof
and credible electoral
system for the country
so that citizens can freely
and fairly elect their
leaders and hold them
accountable.”

reduced purchasing
power and a surge in
poverty.
“Subsidy removal in our
view will throw more
Nigerians below the
poverty line and further
reinforce our unenviable
status of being the

It is scriptural that the
people truly rejoices
when a nation is ruled by
good people.

Delivering his primate’s
address, Archbishop,
Metropolitan and
Primate of all Nigeria
(Anglican Communion),
Most Rev. Henry
Ndukuba noted the
need for courageous,
empathic and caring
leaders to rise over
Nigeria to steer its
affairs.
Such demand, he said
has become imperative
because of the
excruciating economic
hardship caused by
unfriendly economic
policies, and endemic
corruption that has
destroyed all public
institutions.
“The removal of
subsidies at this time
would portend untold
hardship for millions
of Nigerians especially
those in the middle and
low-income brackets.
It will surely drive up
the cost of fuel, which
will lead to an increase
in transportation fares,
increased inflation rates,

poverty capital or the
World.”
Most Rev. Ndukuba also
advised against further
borrowing. He urged
the Federal Government
to heed to the advise
by the Monetary
Policy Committee to
seek alternative, more
viable and efficient
infrastructure-financing
sources that will help
ease the expenditure
burden on the county.
The primate said Nigeria
needs a new civilian and
democratic constitution
made by sovereign
representation of the
ethnic nationalities in
order to address the
fundamental issues that
have hampered national
growth, unity and
prosperity.
“While we commend the
National Assembly for
their efforts to
review the present
constitution, we are
convinced that what
we need is a totally
civilian constitution

made by a sovereign
representation of the
ethnic nationalities of
this
country.
“This will address the
fundament united and
prosperous nation.
We need a new
citizens made national
constitution and not
the amendment of a
military-formulated
constitution.”
In his welcome address,
the Archbishop of Niger
Delta Province, Most.
Rev. Blessings Enyindah
harped on the need for
Christians to strike a
balance between their
earthly and heavenly
obligations so that none
suffers.
Most. Rev. Enyindah
noted that most
Christians have focused
so much on heaven
and have lost their
relevance to the earthly
government, families,
friends.
He said Christians must
realise that they are also
citizens of countries of
the world and should
assume their roles in
the formulation and
implementation of
policies that shaped
society.
The church used the
occasion to confer
awards on Governors
of Delta State, Sen.
Ifeanyi Okowa; Samuel
Ortom (Benue); Darius
Dickson Ishaku (Taraba)
and Prof. Babagana
Zulum (Borno). Also
honoured is Senate
minority leader, Senator
Enyinnaya Abaribe.

News

FOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRIES PLEDGE MORE EFFORT ON
MICRONUTRIENT FORTIFICATION
By Matthew Eloyi

Dangote Sugar was presented an award at the 4th Annual CEO Forum of Food Processing & Nutrition
Leadership themed ‘Ensuring Improved Health and Nutrition Through Cross Sectoral Leadership’
organised collaborativ

W

ith millions
of Nigerians
suffering
rising nutritional
issues, particularly in
the aftermath of the
COVID-19 pandemic,
private sector food
processors and
government regulatory
authorities have pledged
their commitment to
reaching optimal levels
of food fortification
compliance.
This is coming as Dangote
Sugar Refinery Plc, the
country’s largest sugar
producer, has won
an award for making
substantial achievements
in institutionalizing largescale food fortification
best practices.
The pledge was made
at the 4th Annual CEO
Forum of Food Processing

& Nutrition Leadership
in Lagos, which was cohosted by TechnoServe,
Aliko Dangote Foundation
(ADF), and Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation and
was themed ‘Ensuring
Improved Health and
Nutrition Through Cross
Sectoral Leadership.’
The CEO Forum is a
gathering of Nigerian
food processors and
nutrition leaders where
key and concerned
players from the food
processing, health, and
finance sectors assess
the country’s food
fortification situation,
with the goal of
correcting the current
food system, which has
been linked to poverty,
hunger, malnutrition,
disease, unemployment,
and other issues.
Aliko Dangote, President

of the Dangote Group
and Chairman of the
ADF, who presided
over the meeting, said
food fortification is
a public health issue
that members of the
Forum are dedicated to
addressing in each of the
foods their companies
produce in the benefit
of Nigerians’ nutritional
health.
He recalled how the
Forum requested that
they meet on a regular
basis to examine how
far compliance has
progressed, and he
expressed satisfaction
that the report for 2022
was an improvement
over the previous report.
He also asked Forum
members to step up
their efforts to improve
compliance in areas
where it is still falling

short of expectations.
He emphasized that
there would be no
turning back in obtaining
100% micronutrient
fortification compliance,
particularly in the
pandemic age, in order to
lessen the virus’s effect.
In his comment, Mr. Bill
Gates praised the efforts
of the Nigerian business
sector involved in the
food fortification process,
as well as the affected
government agencies, for
rising to the challenge of
ensuring that fortification
compliance is reached
so that Nigerians
are protected from
malnutrition.
He expressed his
gratitude for being a
part of the project and
asked everyone to keep
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Minister of Trade and Investment, Otunba Niyi Adebayo (left) presenting the award to the Group Executive
Director, Commercial Operations, Dangote Industries Limited, Halima Aliko-Dangote (left) and the Group M
working until
full fortification
compliance is
achieved.
Mr. Dominic
Schofield of
TechnoServe
mentioned 14
enterprises
spanning 31 brands
as having joined
the Micronutrient
Fortification Index
(MFI) ranking for
Wheat Flour, Edible
Oil, Sugar, and Salt
in his assessment
of milestones and
compliance trends
addressed by the
Forum in 2021.
Dangote Sugar was
chosen as one of
four companies
with significant
compliance in
the four food
categories, with
Flour Mills receiving
two awards and
Raffles Oil LFTZ
Enterprise receiving
one.
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The MFI ranking’s
purpose, according
to Schofield,
is to give the
public access to
information about
fortification of
the four staple
foods and to urge
companies to reach
their fortification
targets.
In his words,
“The recent
implementation of
pandemic-related
border controls
has enabled
industriallyprocessed edible
oil producers,
adequately
fortifying, to
capture an
increased market
share and ensure
wider consumer
reach.
“The wheat
flour sector
demonstrably

attempted to
sustain compliance
levels over the last
year. Disrupted
access to good
quality Vitamin A,
however, continues
to pose a risk to
good performance.
“With the promise
of renewed focus;
with opportunities
to innovate
in business
processes and
digitalization that
better integrate
food fortification
and foster trust,
and with the
commitment and
collective action
on the part of all
food fortification
stakeholders,
Nigerian processors
can get back
to the levels of
optimal compliance
achieved prior to
the pandemic.”
The Vice-President

of Nigeria, Prof.
Yemi Osinbajo,
who spoke virtually
from Abuja,
acknowledged
the Federal
Government’s
gratitude to the
Forum, particularly
the sponsors,
for continuing
to support food
fortification
initiatives in the
general benefit of
Nigerians.
He praised the
private sector
operators for
getting so far
despite the hurdles,
as the Forum
celebrates overall
compliance of 90%
on fortification.
“If we all work
together, we can
achieve the shared
together and in
good time,” he
said, assuring
that the federal
government and its

regulatory agencies
would continue
to collaborate for
greater results in
the future.
Dr. Osagie
Ehanire, Minister
of Health; Niyi
Adebayo, Minister
of Industry, Trade
and Investment;
and Prof. Mojisola
Adeyeye and Mr.
Farouk Salim,
Directors-General
of NAFDAC and
the Standards
Organisation of
Nigeria (SON),
respectively, all
pledged to use
governmental
instruments to
provide a conducive
environment for
food processing
companies to
achieve their
food fortification
compliance target.

Security

Our achievements against terrorists gaining global
recognition- COAS

The Chief of Army Staff, Lieutenant General Faruk Yahaya said the Army’s successes against terrorists in the Northeast are being recognized and applauded in the global index.

The Chief of Army Staff (COAS) Lieutenant General Faruk Yahaya

G

eneral Yahaya
said increased
deployments of Nigerian
Army troops in various
theatres of operations
across the country
as well as creation of
new units and forward
operating bases have
provided the muchneeded impetus in
operations with several
successes recorded.

sister Services, other
security agencies and
stakeholders.”

The Army Chief made the
remarks Tuesday, at the
opening of the Chief of
Army Staff First Quarter
Conference at the
Command Officers Mess,
Asokoro, Abuja.

General Yahaya
emphasized that, training
activities such as Ex
RESTORE HOPE and Ex
PROJECT STINGER in
conjunction with foreign
partners are yielding
the desired results and
would be accordingly
sustained.

In his words: “Our
untiring efforts and
gains against armed
bandits and other
violent criminals in the
Northwest and North
Central, Secessionists in
the South East and other
criminals in other geopolitical zones are also
gaining success.
“This was achieved
through increased
synergy with our

He assured that he
will remain focused on
improved personnel
development in order
to re-invigorate and
rejuvenate the troops
towards achieving the
constitutional mandate
of the Nigerian Army.

“It is also heartwarming
to note that in line with
my vision to promote
jointness in operations,
the Nigerian Army has
continued to contribute
successfully in several
joint operations across
the country.
“We will continue to
work assiduously with

the Nigerian Navy and
Nigerian Air Force as
well as other security
agencies and relevant
stakeholders towards
ensuring enduring peace
in our dear nation.
Reeling out some of
the successes recorded
within the last year,
General Yahaya said,
the Nigerian Army had
embarked on a number
of infrastructural
development projects,
undertook further force
restructuring, as well
as optimized logistical
support amongst others.
“The procurement and
deployment of several
platforms, particularly
Armoured Fighting
Vehicles and Artillery
pieces into the theatres
of operations have
immensely enhanced our
performance.
“The professional
employment of these
hardwares coupled
with astute leadership
provided by field
commanders have led to

the successes recorded
so far.” he added.
Earlier in his address,
the Chief of Army Policy
and Plans, Major General
Anthony Omozoje noted
that there has been
a significant progress
in the Nigerian Army
operations in all fronts as
well as political activities
in the country as the
nation draws close to the
general elections which
has necessitated the
conference to review the
Army’s operations, with
a view to improving it’s
general performance.
He noted that
participation in
the conference has
been expanded
to accommodate
other heads of Army
training institution and
commanders, and called
on participants to make
useful contributions that
will impact positively
on the collective efforts
to improve national
security.
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Dr Salamatu Hussaini: : An Icon
of Girl child Education
By Jennifer Samuel Kuwanta

G

lobally, Girl child emancipation
has been a thriving issue from
time immemorial till date.

Most women around the world, had
to struggle and fight for equal rights
and opportunities, just to enjoy
certain privileges; such as, education,
equal pay at work, right to franchise,
occupying Key economic, social and
political positions in the society, and
so on.
In light of all this struggles and
challenges being faced by the female
gender, distinct women have proved
to us that the girl child can be
anything she chooses to be, if only
she believes and work towards it. Dr.
Salamatu Hussaini is one amongst
the few outstanding fellows.
There’s a well-known old proverb
that says: “If you educate a man,
you educate an individual. But if you
educate a woman, you educate a
nation.” This proverb highlighted the
importance of girl child education in
the nation, and has been motivating
people around the world to strive for
quality education for the girl child.
In this regards, our old compatriots
and mothers struggled against
all odds to ensure the girl child
education was put into law, and
that every girl child enjoy the
opportunities and previlages they
were once denied before and after
the advent of westernization and
globilazation.
Recent studies have shown that times
have changed from the way it was
before to a fast pace advancement
through the influence of the western
culture. The culture of developed

14

OUR N I GE RI A

nations around the world
such as USA, China, and
Russia among others,
impacted the change
we are experiencing in
a positive way, yet some
parts of the world hasn’t
fully adjusted to this
system.
Africa, and Nigeria in
particular, is a place
where we have strong
traditional institutions
and high placed cultural
values governing our
lifestyles and even
the way we think and
behave. To an extent,
even with the advent
of westernization and
globilazation influencing
some of our beliefs,
customs and traditions,
there are still visible
traces of female
discrimination to an
extent in our nation.
Even with the influence
of the new fast pace
economical, political,
educational and social
compositions, the law
been made to act on the
goodwill of Girl Child
Emancipation hasn’t
really penetrated all
parts and regions of
the country. Especially
in the Northern part of
Nigeria where religious
and traditional practices
and doctrines still
discriminate against
girls having the same
opportunities to get an
education or hold certain
positions amongst their
male counterparts.
From early findings and
studies, it is believed
that the girl child
entire life revolves
around the household,
and has no business
whatsoever occupying
and having equal rights
and opportunities with
their male counterparts.
And in this regards, the
girl child is denied so
many previlages and
Opportunities.
However, in light of
all of these; some few
females in Nigeria have

proven to the Nation
that the female child is
exceptional and should
not be restricted to
only taking care of the
households or children.
They should be allowed
the opportunity to enjoy
certain privilages like
their male counterparts.
Like the saying goes,
“What a man can do, a
woman can do, and even
better”.
Among this unique
caliber of women who
has proven that Girl Child
Emancipation is the game
changer for countries
and nations at large, is
Barrister Dr. Salamatu
Hussaini Suleiman who
was born on October
27, 1960 in the famous
fishing town of Arugungu
now in Kebbi state.
Dr Salamatu Hussaini
graduated with the
LLB (Hons) degree in
1981 from Ahmadu
Bello university, Zaria.
Between 1981 and 1982,
she was enrolled in the
Nigerian law school
where she also excelled
and was called to bar.
She proceeded to serve
in the National Youth
Service Corps in 1983 at
the Sokoto state Ministry
of Justice and continued
her professional
career there as a state
counsel. Through
her scholarship, she
proceeded to the London
school of economics
and political science,
where she bagged the
LLM with distinction in
Multinational Enterprise
and the Law in 1987.
Barrister Salamatu’s
commitment, honesty,
and outstanding sense
of patriotism as a
technocrat caught the
attention of president
Umaru Musa Yar’adua
who appointed her the
Honourable Minister
of Women Affairs and
Social Development, in
December 2008.
In 2010, she was

reappointed Honorable
Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs by
President Goodluck
Ebele Jonathan and
served in that capacity
till the end of the
administration in May
2011. Considering her
outstanding performance
while in office, she
was given another
appointmentment
as Commissioner,
Political Affairs, Peace
and Security, ECOWAS
Commission in 2012.
She was the first woman
to occupy this position,
which she held for four
years, till April 2016.
Dr Salamatu Hussaini
received a Honourary
Doctorate degree from
the University of Abuja
in 2019. She is a fellow
of Waziri Umaru Federal
Polytechnic BrininKebbi and a fellow of
the Chartered Institute
of Mediators and
Conciliators (ICMC). In
2018, she bagged the
Prestigious ABU Alumni
Career Service Award. In
recognition of her efforts
to promote political
stability and peace in
the ECOWAS region,
she was bestowed with
the West African Peace
Building Fellowship in
Accra, Ghana by the
West African Network for
peace building (a regional
NGO that works with
stakeholders to promote
peace in the ECOWAS and
the AU Countries).
She attended various
development programs
in Nigeria and abroad,
including the prestigious
Harvard Business
School. She visited many
countries around the
world and received letter
of commendation for
exemplary service from
the Federal Government
of Nigeria, the ECOWAS
Commission, and other
Establishments where
she served. She is a
family person, a doting
grandmother, she enjoys
reading, travelling, and

humanitarian activities.
The life of Dr Salamatu
Suleiman has proven
beyond all reasonable
doubts that the female
child, when educated, is
productive and beneficial
to her family and the
nation at large.
Her life and achievements
as a female child has also
shown and proven that
educating the girl child
brings development,
helps save lives and
builds stronger families,
communities and
economy.
Recent studies shows
that, an educated female
population increases a
country’s productivity
and fuels economic
growth. It was recorded
that some countries lose
more than N1 billion a
year by failing to educate
girls to the same level
as boys. The education
of women and girls has
important connection to
the alleviation of poverty.
Dr Salamatu has taught
us that the female child
should not be relegated
or restricted from
having certain privileges
or Opportunities,
but encouraged to
participate, hold key
positions and occupy
vital offices in the society,
for they are equal to the
task.
With that, we should
not allow our culture to
destroy our development.
While I am proud to
know that Nigerian has
made huge strides in
education, I know there
is more to be done to
improve women’s higher
education especially in
the North.
The achievements and
heights attained by Dr.
Salamatu Sulieman has
proven beyond doubt
that an educated woman
is indeed a jewel to the
nation.
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As Atiku Abubakar Declares

O

n Wednesday,
March 23, 2022,
Former Vice
President Atiku Abubakar,
Waziri Adamawa officially
declares his intention
to contest for the
Presidency of Nigeria
comes 2023. This is
Atiku’s 6th attempt at
the presidency: 1992,
2007, 2011, 2015, 2019,
and 2023. The 2019
presidential election was
Atiku’s best outing in his
over 27-year quest to
be president of Nigeria.
Atiku fought the 2019
battle with everything
at his disposal. From the
onset, Atiku had been on
the offensive knowing
fully well that it was his
best moment to shoot at
the presidency.
Luckily for Atiku, current
events and situations in
the country have turned
the 2023 battle for the
presidency into another
big moment for him
and many people have
hope on him. – Atiku
started early ahead of
other contestants for
the PDP Presidential
ticket- he had several
months of consultations
across the country and
internationally,
Without a doubt, Atiku’s
decision to contest will
draw diverse reactions
from many quarters. For
instance, his opponents
will be quick to
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describe him as a serial
presidential contestant.
His supporters will
refute by describing
the decision as sheer
doggedness and a clear
sign of Atiku’s passion
to serve his fatherland.
Whichever way anyone
decides to see it, one
thing that cannot be
denied about Atiku
is that he is the most
prepared candidate for
the post of president.
Atiku Abubakar has
a well-drafted policy
document loaded with
fine policies, programs,
and projects, including
what many observers
christened ‘The Atiku
Abubakar Formula’. Atiku
promised, if elected,
that his medium-term
strategy would be to
ensure that recurrent
expenditure is financed
fully with non-oil
revenues, while all oil
proceeds will be invested
in infrastructure,
security, education, and
health.
In the PDP, there is no
doubt that Atiku is the
most grounded candidate
for the 2023 presidential
elections. However,
there are some odds
against him, as there are
many in his favor, taking
into consideration the
present realities in the
polity- one critical factor

that would help Atiku
to have an edge over
any other candidate,
especially from the
north, is that he is
already ahead of
them in terms of
political structure
and thorough
understanding
of the politics of
greater Nigeria.
Again, among
all the possible
PDP presidential
contenders, Atiku
is the only one that
can freely decide to
contest or not, while
the decision of others
is entirely centered on
many things, the most
important- war chest
and political structures.
On the other hand, if
the PDP truly wants to
challenge the APC in
the 2023 presidential
election- Atiku is the
party’s best bet- for
example, Atiku Vs Tinubu
will be an interesting
big game- a very BIG
one. Two similar people
with similar treats,
similar game styles and
I know you, you know
me scenario will come
to play. The two have
well-established political
structures that can easily
scare an opponent. They
pay their own bills -so,
the contest would be
100 percent politics,
politics, politics-. It will
be a fascinating zero-sum
game.
Atiku’s official declaration
is a sign that he has
fully commenced his
participation in the race
for the presidential ticket
of the PDP. One thing
for sure is Atiku would
wholeheartedly fight
for the PDP presidential
ticket. With an immense
war chest that easily
scares off his opponents,
vast political network,
and connection, Atiku

can comfortably contest
for the PDP presidential
ticket. When North East
Business Community
(NEBC) presented the
PDP nomination and
expression of interest
forms to Atiku, it sent
a strong signal that
Atiku’s political family are
planning ahead of other
presidential contestants
It is not sheer luck that
has kept Atiku very
relevant in the politics of
the presidential elections
for about three decades.
But from the beginning,
he didn’t focus only on
the ‘End Game’, but also
on building a strong
political organization
and working with bright
people.
The 2023 presidential
election battle will be
very interesting – like
this writer has always
maintained, PDP will
be on the offensive,
while the ruling APC will
be on the defensive.
Apart from political
calculations, many
observers believe that
this time around Atiku
will also utilize science
in his political strategiesfor example, when it
comes to the selection
of a running mate Atiku
will not look only for a
candidate that will bring
massive votes from his
primary constituency,
but also someone that
is acceptable across
Nigeria. Political
observers also believe
Atiku will massively
market to Nigerians his
well-documented policy
document while putting
the youth, women, and
new ideas as his central
point.
Zayyad I. Muhammad
writes from Abuja,
zaymohd@yahoo.com,
08036070980
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UNDER
THE
NEEM
TREE
Rotimi Amaechi: Is he the anointed
candidate?
By Dr Abubakar MS

I

n terms of Nigerian
politics, these are
fascinating times. The
most intriguing aspect
of the 2023 presidential
election is that it will

commemorate the
30th anniversary of the
SDP/NRC June 1993
elections that was
annulled by General
Ibrahim Babangida.

Everyone expected
Moshood Kashimawo
Olanwale (MKO)
Abiola to be elected
president, whether by
accident or design at
that time. For those
who are unfamiliar with
MKO Abiola, he was
essentially what Asiwaju
Bola Ahmed Tinubu has
been trying to personify
today. Abiola endeared
himself to people
from all walks of life,
regardless of region or
religion; he built bridges
and got along with
everyone. Abiola never
took anyone for granted.
His failed ascension to
the presidency was a
calculated move. But,
alas, Abiola’s election to
the presidency was not
in God’s plan. While I
still hold IBB responsible
for the election
annulment, which I
believe was unjustified
and will forever be a
stain on his reputation,

I also believe that God,
who decides who gets
power at any given
time, never intended
for Abiola to rule
Nigeria. What I don’t
understand is why God
never intended for the
man to be the ruler of
Nigeria. Perhaps it was
because Abiola believed
that it was his goodwill,
war chest, contacts, and
close ties to the military,
not God, who would
determine whether
or not he would rule
Nigeria.
Already we have seen
the hand writing on the
wall as far as the 2023
presidential election
is concerned: gung
ho-ambition, tension,
aggression, treachery,
greed, selfish interest
and vendetta. Then a
conspicuous absence
of patriotism and love
for the country; most
of those who have
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started scheming to take
over from President
Muhammad Buhari
don’t really care about
Nigeria’s survival and
well-being. What they
are after is simply power
and the glamour that
comes along with it. A
few among them want
it because they rightly
or wrongly believe that
now is their turn. In
this issue of “It is now
our turn,” no particular
section of the country
is innocent. What
the southerners are
clamoring for today was
what the northerners
also clamored for in
2015. The north dared
former President
Jonathan Goodluck and
did everything it could
to remove him from
power because the
North felt that it was
their turn. The irony of
the whole thing is that
the return of power to
the North in 2015 didn’t
actually change the life
of the ordinary man in
Daura or Maiduguri.
Majority of those who
are poor in Nigeria still
reside in the north.
The north still leads in
the areas of maternal
and infant mortality,
ignorance and insecurity
index.
The Nigerian presidency
is an important entity
in the whole of Africa.
I must say that the
desire of some Nigerian
politicians to occupy Aso
Rock is behind some of
the insecurity Nigeria
is passing through at
the moment. Some
disgruntled politicians
encourage and even
sponsor criminal
gangs to kidnap, kill
and destroy Nigerians
and their livelihoods
so that the present
government will appear
weak and incompetent
thereby compelling
Nigerians to run down
the government so
that the politicians
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can have an edge. It is
a matter of fact that
Nigerian politicians
see politics as a do or
die affair. Let us not
forget that it was Chief
Olusegun Obasanjo
who first introduced
this slogan into Nigerian
politics. From what
is happening in the
ruling APC today, it is
glaring that the 2023
presidential elections is
going to be tough. This
election is what will
make or mar the APC.
If selecting or electing
a national chairman for
the APC is becoming a
very serious challenge,
only God knows how
the party will get its
presidential flagbearer.
If APC stalwarts will
agree with the decision
of the APC governors
to zone the office of
the national chairman
to the north central,
which by implication
means that people like
Sen Ali Sheriff, Danjuma
Goje, Abdulaziz Yari
and Yahaya Bello have
been schemed out of
the contest for the
chairmanship, and
even the presidency
for Gov. Bello, there
are strong indications
that APC stalwarts will
not easily agree with
the governors when it
comes to the party’s
presidential flagbearer.
My fear for the APC is
that a vocal minority
within the party had
already made up their
mind that the flagbearer
of the party must be
Bola Ahmed Tinubu
or they sink the party
down into the murky
waters of politics. As far
as they are concerned
President Buhari must
anoint and support
Tinubu. The fact that
the man is not medically
and physically fit is not
their concerned. Since
the APC had zoned the
position of its national
chairmanship to the
north-central, then

there is every tendency
that the party will also
zone its presidential
flagbearer to the south.
That way, the party will
find it easy to handle
tension and friction that
might likely arise from
aggrieved members.
I want to make it clear
that the 2023 general
elections will not break
Nigeria because this
country is greater than
any individual or group
of persons. The 2023
elections will come and
go, and Nigeria shall
overcome. I hear that
Vice President Yemi
Osinbajo, Asiwaju Bola
Tinubu, Senators Rochas
Okoroacha, Orji Kalu,
Governors Dave Umahi
and Kayode Fayemi,
Rotimi Amaechi, and
even former President
Jonathan Goodluck are
interested in contesting
for the presidency under
the flagship of the
ruling APC.I understand
that Governors Aminu
Waziri Tambuwal,
Nyesom Wike, and
Bala Mohammed,Atiku
Abubakar, Senator
Anyim Pius Anyim
are also interested in
contesting under the
People’s Democratic
Party. There are others
but I think these
names are the ones
that I consider worth
mentioning. For those
who still don’t believe
that former
President Goodluck is
interested in contesting
under the APC, I want
to make it categorically
clear to them that the
man is interested in
contesting under the
APC but he is still unable
to get the blessing of
President Buhari even
though some northern
APC governors and
stalwarts had assured
him of their support.
This is because they
rightly or wrongly
believe that if Dr.

Goodluck can come
back as president for
the second time, he
will simply rule for a
single term and then
return power to the
north. From the look
of things, there is
no guaranty that Dr.
Goodluck will allow that
to happen. But there
are strong indications
that President Buhari
might likely endorse
and anoint him to
succeed him. The man
has gathered so much
goodwill of recent and
some close associates
of the President see him
as someone that can be
trusted.
I agree that it is
Nigerians that will
eventually go to the
polls to elect who will
rule the country after
Buhari but let it be clear
that the APC will also
determine the options
that Nigerians have to
choose from. I hear
too much talk about
competence, track
record, contacts, war
chest, tolerance and
acceptability as critical
factors in determining
who emerges as
president of Nigeria in
2023. This is not out of
point because even in
1979 and 1999, some
factors were used to
determine who got the
party’s nomination and
eventually emerged
as president. I can
remember an interview
that the late Mallam
Adamu Ciroma granted
to the Daily Trust where
he said that although he
had a degree in English
from the University of
Ibadan, party stalwarts
and members of the
NPN preferred to elect
the late Alhaji Shehu
Shagari as flagbearer
of the NPN because he
was more acceptable.
He made it clear that
what the party used
was acceptability, and
not competency. From
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the look of things, what
President Buhari will use
as criterion for anointing
and supporting a
successor is one thing:
trust. Other things like
competence, contacts,
war chest, acceptability,
tolerance and so on are
all secondary. I repeat,
the major criterion is
trust.
If we use this major
criterion of trust as a
yard stick, many of the
so called APC political
gladiators who are hell
bent on succeeding the
president will fall by the
way side. I think we will
only be left with three
or four people, namely,
Goodluck Jonathan
(if he eventually joins
the APC), Rotimi
Amaechi,Kayode Fayemi
and VP Osinbajo. VP
Osinbajo can’t go far
because his religious
extremism will work
against him. No party
that is serious about
winning the 2023
presidential elections
will agree to have a
pastor or a sheikh/
ustaz as its presidential
flagbearer in August
2022. This is because
Nigeria is religiously
divided today that
some people in some
people in the north will
reject the APC if it fields
Pastor Osinbajo as its
flagbearer. Nigerians
from the north have no
problem giving their
votes to a Christian but
I strongly believe that
they will not support a
pastor to rule Nigeria.
This is a fact. So let it
be clear to all of us that
Pastor Osinbajo won’t
get the APC ticket. Also,
reliable sources say
that Tinubu will never
support Pastor Osinbajo
to become president
because it took the
intervention of Ibikunle
Amosun and Rauf
Aregbesola to convince

Tinubu to accept the
nomination of Osinbajo
as vice president
nominee to President
Buhari in 2015. Let him
not waste his time and
resources. Same with
Governor Fayemi; he is a
man that the President
trusts and he enjoys so
much goodwill across
the nation especially
from his brothergovernors. Nevertheless,
Tinubu and his minions
will do everything to
sabotage him and his
ambition. It is a fact that
Gov. Fayemi doesn’t
have the kind of political
structure that Tinubu
has in the south-west,
and also, Tinubu doesn’t
want anyone from the
south-west to emerge
as the flagbearer of the
APC otherwise he will
do the honorable thing
and support someone
who is physically fit,
middle aged and more
competent. That person
could have been Gov.
Fayemi.
We are left with
one individual who
the President, APC
governors and stalwarts
and many Nigerians
believe can be trusted
with power. Chibuike
Rotimi Amaechi. Not
only that the President
trusted Amaechi,
the man is also very
competent, has the
experience to rule
the country, and has
performed excellently
well as a minister. If you
ask me for my opinion,
no minister in President
Buhari’s cabinet has
performed like Amaechi.
The evidence is there for
all to see. We have been
fed with lies for years
about rail transport
since the Abacha era just
like we are now being
fed with lies about the
power sector.
The history of the

Nigerian Railway will
now be categorized
into two: before and
after Amaechi. Anyone
who thinks that the
Buhari administration
has not performed well
will automatically have
a rethink if he visits
any of the numerous
railway terminals in the
country and takes a ride
in one of the couches.
In fact, this is one area
that Nigerians will
remember President
Buhari long after he is
gone. I want to say that
if other ministers and
government appointees
of President Buhari
had also performed
like Amaechi, Nigerians
will have no reason to
criticize and insult the
President. This same
Amaechi put all his
eggs in one basket to
support the President
in 2015 and 2019, and
his performance as the
Director General of the
President’s campaign
was simply excellent.
The mere fact that the
President agreed to
allow him serve as DG
of his campaign in 2019
speaks a lot about trust
and loyalty. There are
those who think that
Amaechi won’t be a
good flagbearer for the
APC because he couldn’t
deliver Rivers State in
2015 and 2019; I don’t
think this is factor that
can work against him
because most Nigerians
knew the kind of
obstacle he confronted
on behalf of the APC.
Recently, Amaechi was
in Daura to be turbaned
as the Dan Amanar
Daura by the Emir of
Daura, Alhaji Faruk Umar
Faruk. The number of
high profile individuals
that accompanied him
to Daura to receive the
prestigious traditional
title is a clear signal that
this man is the anointed
of the President.

The conferment of
the title, according to
the emirate council, is
in recognition of the
achievements recorded
by the minister in the
transport sector. Not
long afterwards, the
first lady went to the
residence of Amaechi
to congratulate him
for the traditional title.
President Muhammadu
Buhari described the
conferment of the title
of “Dan Amana,” (the
trusted one) on Amaechi
as a clear commitment
to the harmonious
relationship between
the nation’s diverse
cultures.
The President’s Senior
Special Assistant on
Media and Publicity,
Mallam Garba Shehu
quote the President as
commending Amaechi
“for working with
enormous energy to
make the CHANGE we
promised Nigerians
a reality,” saying
“the change we are
witnessing in the
transport sector is an
extraordinary legacy.”
Dan Amana is a term
used in everyday Hausa
to refer to someone who
is trustworthy, a person
of noble character and
bearing, a confidant, or
an honorable gentleman
whose words can be
trusted.
In conclusion, Amaechi
is of Ikwerre extraction
which is closely linked to
the Igbo ethnic group.
Amaechi might be able
to assuage the hostility
of the south-east and
make them support the
APC more than Dave
Umahi whom most Igbos
reckon as a traitor.
Rotimi Amaechi might
likely be the flagbearer
of the APC, and our next
president if God permits.
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HOW WHEAT PRODUCTION IS BEING IMPROVED IN
GOMBE- WFAN
By Auwal Ahmad Umar

Nigeria’s trade report
shows wheat was
the country’s second
most imported item in
the second and third
quarters of 2020.
The country’s wheat
production has not been
impressive for a about
decade as Nigeria only
managed to produce just
about two per cent of all
the wheat it consumed
and this has resulted to
the consistent increase of
prices of wheat-related
products, including bread
and pastry as well as the
massive importation of
wheat into the country.
In 2021, at news
conference on Wheat
Forex in Abuja, the
President of the Wheat
Farmers Association of
Nigeria (WFAN), Alhaji
Salim Sale Muhammad,
said about $6.1 billion is
spent yearly to import

20

OUR N I GE RI A

wheat into Nigeria.
According to
Muhammad, Nigeria
consumes five million
metric tons of wheat per
annum, while a meagre
420,000 tons is produced
locally.
In Gombe state, efforts
are being made by
WFAN to enhance wheat
production towards
addressing the wheat
shortage in the state and
country as well as help
boost food security and
discourage importation
to save forex for the
country.
Alhaji Lauwali Audu
Dumbu, the chairman of
WFAN in Gombe state
said the association in
collaboration with the
Central Bank of Nigeria
(CBN) under the Anchor
Borrowers Programme
(ABP) was working

assiduously to improve
on local production of
wheat to help meet
the wheat demand of
Nigerians.
Dumbu described the
partnership with the CBN
as an impressive and a
welcome development
that would boost the
production of wheat
in the country and
help address Nigeria’s
negative statistics of
wheat importation.
He said that in spite of
numerous challenges
that plagued local
production of wheat,
the intervention of the
federal government if
sustained would unlock
the unrealised potentials
in the wheat sub-sector.
The chairman said
improved quality seeds,
access to the market
and better prices for

their produce for his
members would help
in reversing the trend
of wheat production in
the country, stressing
that Gombe state WFAN
was already working
collaboratively with
government to increase
production in the state.
He expressed optimism
that the intervention
of the government was
sacrosanct in efforts to
achieving the goal of
food sufficiency in the
country.
While listing some of
the efforts being made
by WFAN in Gombe
state, the chairman
said capacity-building
and wheat farming
knowledge enhancement
trainings had been given
to its members across
the 11 Local Government
Areas of the state to
ensure that farmers have
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the right agro know-how
to improve production.
He added that the
farmers were given
trainings on new trends
in wheat farming,
advance storage trainings
and other useful trainings
to help mitigate the
impact of harsh weather
conditions and climate
change, noting that these
factors had undermined
wheat cultivation in the
state, hence the training.

According to Dumbu,
wheat farmers through
supports from the federal
government through CBN
had been given improved
seedlings brought into
the country from Mexico
as a way of improving
on the yields as well as
incomes of its members.
He stated that the
federal government had
prioritized deepening
good agricultural
practices in wheat
production by enriching
wheat farmers’
knowledge; supply them
with quality inputs and
enhancing in-depth
research through the
Lake Chad Research
Institute.
The WFAN chairman said
the association would
harness the water bodies

in Gombe state to ensure
all-year-round production
of wheat by its members
that are over 25, 000 in
the state.

(ABP) has supported no
fewer than 2, 463 of its
members to cultivate
as well as boost wheat
production in the state.

According to him, with
sustained and improved
support from the
government, Gombe
state wheat farmers
could cultivate more than
20, 000 hectares.

Shamsuddeen said with
the support over 2,463
hectares of land had
been cultivated for the
2021/2022 dry season
farming in the state.

He stated that one of
the achievements made
so far by WFAN in the

state was the reducing
of youth unemployment
in the state as more
than 5, 000 youths are
earning living from wheat
production.
Dumbu appealed to
both the state and the
federal government
to assist WFAN to
harness mechanized
and technology-based
agriculture to improve
wheat production for the
benefit of the economy
of Gombe and Nigeria.
On his part, Mr
Ahmed Shamsuddeen
(Dan-Adalan Gona),
the secretary of the
association in the
state said the federal
government through
Central Bank of Nigeria
(CBN)’s the Anchor
Borrowers’ Programme

According to him, the
support would go a
long way in boosting
wheat production in the

state while helping to
complement the food
security efforts of the
federal government.
He stated that the
intervention had
increased the hectares of
land cultivated for wheat
production in the state,
adding that during the
2021 wet season, only
1500 hectares of land
was cultivated by his
members.
The wheat farmer said as
part of the intervention,
improved seedlings
were made available
for cultivation to ensure
that members get better
yields to boost their
income.
``Our National President,
Dr Salim Sale Muhammad
signed a memorandum
of understanding with a

lot of millers to provide
off-takers to off-take the
commodity after harvest
to ensure that farmers
get market for their
commodity.’’
Shamsuddeen said to
ensure that the effort by
the national president
was aimed at addressing
all post-harvest
challenges being faced
by wheat farmers in the
country.
He stated that WFAN

was maximizing the
efforts of the federal
government in boosting
wheat production in
the state by leveraging
technology and providing
extension services to
those benefitting from
the ABP.
He expressed optimism
that with more supports
to accommodate more
wheat farmers in the
state, Nigerians would
begin to see wheat
pyramid as it was being
done with rice.
The WFAN secretary
commended President
Muhammadu Buhari and
the officials of the CBN
for adding wheat to the
list of commodities to be
supported as measure
to create jobs, reduce
importation and boost
farmers’ income.
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CHIEF OF NAVAL STAFF’S VISION
FOR THE NIGERIAN NAVY:
“To leverage on all factors of national location, technology, training,
teamwork and synergy to re-energise the Nigerian Navy and enhance
her as a well-motivated and ready Naval Force in the discharge of her
constitutional mandate and other assigned tasks in fulfilment of national
security objectives.”
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Admiral Gambo (Left) Gen. Magashi (middle) and President Buhari (Right)

Admiral Gambo: Nigerian Navy
Sailing to Canaan Land

H

e may not have
been the best
among his peers
at the time, but fate has
a way of working things
out for those who are
diligent and patient
to wait long enough.
A’mysterious’ manner in
which man is unable to
comprehend. And so, it
became a fait accompli
that Vice Admiral (then
a Rear Admiral) Awwal
Zubairu Gambo, will take

charge of the Nigerian
Navy’s destiny, after he
was appointed as the
Chief of Naval Staff, CNS,
on January 26, 2021, by
President Muhammadu
Buhari.
And in just one
year, AZ Gambo has
demonstrated a strong
sense of responsibility,
exceptional courage,
sincerity of purpose, and
a willingness to lead the
Navy to new
heights. One of
the first things
the new Service
Chief did upon
assumption
of office was
to develop
the Service’s
Strategic
Directive 2021-5
towards realising
the Nigerian
Navy’s Strategic
Plan 2021-2030.

NAVY’S STRATEGIC
PLAN
This Strategic Plan 20212030 is organized into 9
areas, or “milestones”,
as follows: Operations,
Fleet Renewal, Logistics,
Infrastructure, Human
Resource Management
and Administration,
Concepts and
Organisation, Doctrine
and Training, Information
and Communications
Technology and InterAgency and Sub-regional
Cooperation.
In addition, as Chief
of the Naval Staff,
Vice Admiral Gambo’s
guiding philosophy of
command is centered
on three principles,
which for him define
the intended outcomes
of a commitment to
implementing the vision
and strategic direction

for the Service: credible
deterrence, synergy and
a ready naval force.
Credible deterrence
means a Navy that is
proactive and assertive,
that takes full charge of
the maritime operation
and consistently
demonstrates its
superiority to all threats
and sources of threats.
Synergy refers to active
collaboration, internal
and external, to achieve
maximum results. A
ready naval force is
one that is optimally
motivated and resourced,
possessing everything
necessary – personnel
and equipment – to fulfill
its mandate.
Within a year in office,
Vice Admiral Gambo has
lived and led according to
these principles. And the
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Partnering with the Transport ministry to make the Nigerian civil maritime sector vibrant
reinvigoration from the
rollout of the Strategic
Directive is already
paying off.
ESTABLISHMENT OF
NAVAL BASES
Already President
Buhari has approved the
establishment of new
Naval Base in Ogwuta,
Imo State and FOB Lekki,
Lagos State, to tackle
issues of sabotage of
oil and gas facilities,
theft and protect
critical infrastructure.
The third presidential
approval was for the
establishment of a
Nigerian Navy Logistics
College in Kano.
Indeed, the new Base
in Kano will help
provide oversight to
the entire spectrum of
naval operations and
interventions in the
North West. The wider
context to this is that
in recent years the
Nigerian Navy has been
implementing what can
be called a diversification
agenda, ensuring greater
representation in its
presence across the
country.
This also means that
landlocked cities are
able to benefit from
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the presence of Naval
establishments that
do not require access
to water, for example
administrative and

Nigerian Navy.
ABOUT THE CNS
The CNS was born on

Synergy refers to active
collaboration, internal
and external, to achieve
maximum results.
logistics bases.
So, for example, there is
a Naval Provost Training
School in Makurdi, Benue
State, Nigerian Navy
School of Music in Otta,
Ogun State, Nigerian
Navy Communication and
Information Technology
School (NNCITS), in
Ile-Ife, Osun State, and
Nigerian Navy School of
Armament Technology
(NNSAT) in Kachia,
Kaduna State. All of
these cities are in the
hinterlands of Nigeria,
away from the coast, but
these Bases and Schools
are able to function
optimally and contribute
to the overall strategic
and tactical goals of the

April 22, 1966 and hails
from Nasarawa Local
Government Area of
Kano State. He enlisted
into the Nigerian Navy
on September 24, 1984,
as a member of the
Regular Course 36 and
was commissioned SubLieutenant on September
24, 1988.
He is an Underwater
Warfare specialist with
a sub-specialisation in
Intelligence. Vice Admiral
Gambo, before his
appointment as the Naval
Chief attended several
military courses which
include Sub Technical
course and Officers Long
course, both at the NNS
QUORRA.

He also attended Junior
Division 48/49 and
Senior Course 26, both at
AFCSC Jaji. Other courses
attended include the
National Defence Course,
at the South African
National Defence College.
Until his recent
appointment as CNS in
January 2021, Gambo
was the Director
of Procurement at
the Defence Space
Administration, and
holds a PhD in Transport
Management and a
Masters Degree in
Transport Management
(Logistic Option), both
from Ladoke Akintola
University.
The Kano State-born
Zubairu Gambo is a
member of the Nigerian
Institute of Management,
NIM; Fellow of the
Certified Institute of
Shipping; Fellow of the
Institute of Corporate
Administration of Nigeria,
as well as a fellow of the
National Defence College
South Africa.
The CNS was awarded
the Grand Service Star
Distinguished Service
Star, Passed Staff Course
among several other
decorations and awards,
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Commissioning of New projects at the Nigerian Naval Base in Warri Delta State
in the course of his career
as a brilliant Naval officer.
Happily married to Hajia
Nana Aishat Gambo,
Vice Admiral AZ Gambo,
is blessed with three
children.
A NAVAL CHIEF’S
LEADERSHIP
PHILOSOPHY
In order to ensure that he
exceptionally deliver on
his job as CNS, and to also
justify the confidence of
Mr. President on him,
AZ Gambo, unveiled
his vision and mission
statements to guide his
administration of the
Nigerian Navy.
North East Star
gathered that this was
barely a week after he
assumed office. Vice
Admiral Gambo, the
21st indigenous CNS,
made the ‘historic
declaration’ during his
maiden meeting with
principal staff officers,
flag officers commanding
and commanders of
autonomous units of
the Nigerian Navy at the
Naval Headquarters, in
Abuja.

At that time, he stated
that his Vision is “to
leverage on all factors
of national location,
technology, training,
teamwork and synergy to
re-energise the Nigerian
Navy and enhance her
as a well-motivated
and ready naval force
in the discharge of her
Constitutional mandate
and other assigned tasks
in fulfillment of national
security objectives.”
The CNS, then, noted
that to achieve this
vision, his administration
would focus on some key
drivers.
“The current
administration would
ensure personnel
welfare is accorded
high priority towards
enhanced patriotism,
integrity, productivity,
innovation, commitment
and dedication. It will
also focus on human
capacity development
through result-oriented
training for enhanced
professionalism and
as well strengthening
logistics support and
maintenance capabilities
to sustain equipment
serviceability and

platform availability,” he
said.
“As part of the key
drivers, the Nigerian Navy
under the leadership
of Vice Admiral AZ
Gambo will reinforce the
culture of self-sufficiency
through sustained
investment in R&D and
prudent management
of resources,
promote inter-Service
cooperation and forge
strategic partnerships
with MDAs, credible
maritime stakeholders
as well as collaboration
engagements with
international partners.
Furthermore, the Service
will promote and sustain
the Nigerian Navy core
values of Integrity,
Professionalism and
Teamwork,” part of a
statement reads.
A CNS’ MISSION’S
STATEMENT
The CNS also stated
that his Mission is ”to
optimize the deployment
of the Nigerian Navy
in the performance of
her Constitutional roles
and the undertaking
of assigned tasks while

promptly responding with
commensurate actions to
other emerging national
security challenges”.
Earlier in a remark,
Gambo pointed out that
the overall intention
of his administration is
to achieve immediate
positive transformation
in the nation’s security
especially in the maritime
domain. Hence, all hands
must be on deck to
achieve that.
The CNS also stressed
that he has zero tolerance
for indiscipline and
criminal activities. In this
regard, the established
policies and measures
to sanction identified
Nigerian Navy personnel
that collude with
economic saboteurs,
drug traffickers/barons,
bandits, kidnappers
and armed robbers
shall be overhauled and
strengthened.
Related to this, the
CNS was quick to warn
personnel to avoid any
act capable of tarnishing
the image of the NN.
According to him, such
acts would be met with
heavy sanctions to act as
deterrence to others. On
O UR N IGER IA
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Commissioning of New projects at the Nigerian Naval Base in Warri Delta State
the other hand, Nigerian
Navy personnel that
exhibit high integrity and
positive attributes that
portray the NN in good
light shall be rewarded
handsomely.
The CNS added that
his administration
shall place a premium
on human capacity
development through
higher training and
education. Importantly,
the CNS directed for all
ongoing operations in
the Nigerian Navy to
check piracy, sea robbery,
Crude Oil Theft and illegal
refining of petroleum
products to continue in
earnest.
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second wave of the
COVID-19 pandemic the
seriousness it deserves.
He called on all Nigerian
Navy personnel to remain
safe and adhere to all
relevant Nigerian Navy
and national protocols.
He equally promised to
take issues of personnel
welfare seriously.

NIGERIAN NAVY’S
CHANGING FACE
UNDER GAMBO
Indeed, Vice Admiral

Aggressive presence in
the nation’s maritime
environment, leading to the
drastic reduction in acts of
criminality in the Gulf of
Guinea.

He particularly rejected
the resurging incidents
of piracy and sea robbery
within Nigerian waters.
He therefore directed all
operations commanders
to sustain aggressive
clearance operations
to make suspected
militants, cults and pirate
camps non-conducive for
any nefarious activities to
thrive.

The CNS said, “we must
understand that the
‘man’ remains the most
critical and important
factor in military
operations.”

Vice Admiral Gambo
also used the forum to
assure that the Nigerian
Navy shall give the

In line with all these and
Mr. President’s mandate,
the CNS highlighted his
immediate plan that
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he intends to actualize
within the first 90 days
in office. While doing
that, the CNS called
for complete loyalty
from all subordinate
commanders.

Gambo has lived up
to expectations by
displaying an uncommon
commitment to
improving the operations
of the Nigerian Navy. This
alone, is not a mean feat.
Many can surely bet that
President Muhammadu
Buhari is as much
impressed.

It is thus pertinent to
assert that the last one
year, for the Nigerian
Army, was a beehive
of activities, even as
the various operational
reforms introduced by
the well-decorated CNS,
within this short period,
have placed the Nigerian
Navy in a prime position
to fulfil its constitutional
mandate.
In an article titled,
“Gambo: The Uncommon
Naval Chief Making
the Difference,” Philip
Agbese, a United
Kingdom (UK)-based
Nigerian writer, noted
that the CNS has
demonstrated that we
can make a difference in
every endeavor only if
we are committed and
patriotic.
Agbese, who is also a
security and human
rights expert, stressed
that the Nigerian
Navy made significant
strides in its operational
activities and exercises
in the past year under
the dynamic leadership
of Vice Admiral Auwal
Zubairu Gambo.
“Notable successes were
recorded in the number
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Nigerian Navy’s newest Offshore Survey Vessel (NNS LANA)
of hours at sea, antipiracy/sea robbery, antiCOT/illegal bunkering,
and anti-smuggling
operations, as well as
in NN’s contribution to
joint operations in the

According to him,
Vice Admiral Gambo
is a man of few words
but plenty of actions.
“He walks the talk and
abhors mediocrity. His
penchant to work is

Agbese, in his piece,
further said that
Gambo would make
comments in passing
and leave it there. “But
to my astonishment,
most times, the

how responsive and
proactive he has always
been.”
GAMBO AS A SILENT
ACHIEVER
Labelling the CNS as

Change of baton between the outgone Chief of Naval Staff, Vice Admiral Ibok-Etrends Ibas, now retired, and his
successor, Rear Admiral Awwal Zubairu Gambo, thus ushering in a new era in the naval chain of command
hinterland. Vice Admiral
Auwal Zubairu Gambo
is indeed a lesson in
leadership. The past year
has proven this, and we
must give credit to whom
credit is due.”

infectious. Lest I forget,
the contributions of the
Nigerian Navy in the war
against insurgency in
Nigeria have also been
commendable.”

recommendations or
takeaways from such
stakeholders gathering
would manifest in
a week or weeks in
the operations of the
Nigerian Navy. That was

a silent achiever, the
Nigerian UK-based writer,
argued that AZ Gambo’s
style is different and a
departure from the past.
“He is uniquely different
in his style. This much
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has been responsible for
the successes recorded
in the operations of the
Nigerian Navy in securing
our waterways in recent
times.”
According to Agbese,
the efforts of the
Nigerian Navy, under
the leadership of Vice

Nigerian waters is now on
a record low, as pirates’
activities in the first nine
months of 2021 are the
lowest reported in 17
years. And this bears
testament to enhanced
maritime security and
response coordination
measures adopted by the

in the Gulf of Guinea
by strengthening
coordination in the fight
against insecurity for
socioeconomic activities
among member states to
thrive.
Again, there have also
been collaborations

Navy’s operations.
NNS LANA
For instance, the Nigerian
Navy recently acquired
a new hydrographic
and oceanographic
research vessel, NNS

Chief of navy staff at the midle after signs contract for two new warships
Admiral Gambo, in
the protection of our
waterways have been
outstanding.
He said: “It is on record
that the smuggling,
Illegal Unreported and
Unregulated Fishing
(IUUF), insurgency,
hostage-taking, human
and drug trafficking have
been reduced to the
barest minimum.
“Given the sustained
operations and
exercises the Navy has
continuously carried out
against the numerous
maritime illegalities,
the latest piracy report
from the International
Maritime Bureau (IMB)
recorded a drastic
reduction of piracy in
Nigerian waters and the
GoG.
“According to the report,
piracy in the GoG and
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Nigerian Navy in recent
times.
“In my opinion, this is in
line with the renewed
operational policy of
the Nigerian Navy that
emphasises “leveraging
all factors of national
location, technology,
training, teamwork
and synergy to reenergise the Nigerian
Navy and enhance her
as a well-motivated
and ready naval force
in the discharge of her
constitutional mandate
and other assigned tasks
in fulfilment of national
security objectives”.
THE NIGERIAN NAVY
PARTNERING WITH KEY
INSTITUTIONS
On record, the Nigerian
Navy, especially under AZ
Gambo, had contributed
tremendously to the
freedom of navigation

between the Nigerian
Navy and other strategic
partners to enhance
maritime security. For
instance, in the last
couple of months, the
Nigeria Navy has brought
to bear its dominant
status in the West African
region by sustaining an
aggressive presence in
the nation’s maritime
environment, leading to
the drastic reduction in
acts of criminality in the
Gulf of Guinea.
Reliable sources within
the Nigerian Navy have
affirmed that in the
annals of the history
of the Nigerian Navy,
Vice Admiral Gambo
has proven to be one of
those that prioritised the
welfare of naval officers
and ratings. Under
his leadership, there
has been a sustained
emphasis on training and
sophistication of Nigerian

LANA, to replace the
previous one, which was
decommissioned ten
years ago. The ship is
expected, among other
benefits, to allow the
Nigerian Navy to have a
better knowledge of its
maritime territory and
its exclusive economic
zone; enhance coastal
and deep-sea scientific
research and studies;
provide assistance and
supplies to other boats,
as well as helicopter
winching and towing of
ships.
It can also conduct
geophysical studies,
search and rescue
operations, and patrol
duties. The ship is
formidably equipped
with state-of-theart modern survey
equipment and a wellequipped 7.6m surface
vehicle for shallow water
surveys. Similarly, the
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vessel has an Automatic
Weather Station, AWS,
wet and dry laboratories,
scientific and technical
workshops, and operating
and processing rooms for
survey data.

concern, in our modern
times. Indeed, severe
threats could be posed
if maritime security is
jeopardised, as proven by
many incidents of such
kind.

Another area worthy of
mention is the U.S Coast
Guard training exercise
with the Nigerian
Navy on Maritime
Law enforcement,
a part of a series of
cooperation between
the two countries in
the fight against piracy.
The training explored
various internationally
recognised techniques
and procedures
for maritime law
enforcement at sea safely
and professionally.

ENVISIONING A
WORLD-CLASS
NIGERIAN NAVY

One can say,
unequivocally, that Vice
Admiral Gambo has been
writing his name in gold
in one year at the saddle.
If anything, he has set
the navy on the path of
progress and helped to
ensure that the nation’s
territorial waters are not
only safe, but economic
saboteurs are denied
the opportunity of
constituting themselves
as clogs in the wheels of
our progress.
This is on the heels that
maritime security has
already become a global

As a goal-driven senior
military officer that he is,
According to Udu
Yakubu, a policy affairs
commentator, Gambo,
when he was appointed
to succeed Vice Admiral
Ibok Ibas as the highestranking naval officer in
Nigeria, knew that he
must hit the ground
running.
In line with the relevance
of defining a clear
vision for the future in
accordance with overall
organizational goals,
Yakubu, said the Naval
Chief envisioned the
Navy of his dream during
his maiden meeting with
principal staff officers,
flag officers commanding
and commanders of
autonomous units of the
Nigerian Navy.
“He clearly directed all
operations commanders
to sustain aggressive
clearance operations
to make suspected
militants, pirate camps

non-conducive for any
nefarious activities to
thrive and rejected the
resurging incidents of
piracy and sea robbery
within Nigerian waters.
“The remarkable pace of
his success in prioritizing
personnel welfare in
the last six months has
created a strong positive,
energy within the team
with the right people
appointed and utilized
in their positions of
strength. His stewardship
has focused on human
capacity development
through result-oriented
training for enhanced
professionalism and as
well as strengthening
logistics support
and maintenance
capabilities.”
Equally, in his effort to
create a blueprint for
actions that will enjoy
the buy-in of all his
subordinates, the Chief
of Naval Staff (CNS)
consistently used clear
and collective language
to build trust. While
doing that, the CNS called
for complete loyalty
from all subordinate
commanders and equally
promised to take issues
of personnel welfare
seriously.

SUSTAINING NIGERIAN
NAVY’S CORE VALUES
With such statements
guiding his stewardship
of the Nigerian Navy,
Admiral Zubairu Gambo
intensely motivated the
team by reiterating his
readiness to promote
and sustain the Nigerian
Navy’s core values of
integrity, professionalism,
and teamwork. He
equally promised that
personnel welfare is
accorded high priority
towards enhanced
patriotism, integrity,
productivity, innovation,
commitment, and
dedication.
With one hand on
capacity building, the
CNS has had his other
hand on identifying the
bad eggs in the service
and taming corruption
in order to gradually
reposition the Navy. As
soon as he took over,
he started cleaning the
Augean stable to reflect
his zero-tolerance for
indiscipline and criminal
activities.
He effectively
implemented laid down
policies on sanctions
against identified
Nigerian Navy personnel
that collude with
economic saboteurs.
With these steps,
the Navy witnessed
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remarkable strides in the
first half of 2021.
$195M MARITIME
SECURITY INITIATIVE
The $195 million maritime
security initiative known
as the Deep Blue Project
which was commissioned
in early 2021 will help
Nigeria to harness the
enormous potentials in the
blue economy. President
Buhari, who did the formal
commissioning noted that
the project is a strong
statement of government’s
intent to tackle piracy
in the Gulf of Guinea,
and strengthen Nigeria’s
security architecture within
the nation’s waters and
beyond. The development,
he stated, reflects Nigeria’s
commitment to lead the
fight against insecurity in
the Gulf of Guinea and
inland waters.
The Deep Blue Project
has three categories
of platforms to tackle
maritime security on
land, sea, and air. The sea
assets include two Special
Mission Vessels and 17
Fast Interceptor Boats. The
Deep Blue Project is the
first integrated maritime
security strategy in West
and Central Africa, and it
aims to tackle incidences
of piracy, sea robbery, and
other crimes at sea.
DESERT WARFARE
INSTITUTE
In another blitz, Admiral
Gambo is also moving with
speed to establish a Desert
Warfare Institute in Kano.
The project which stands
on 12 hectares of land, is
a multi-purpose initiative
that will equally host the
Nigerian Navy Logistics
School on the same land
that was donated to the
Nigerian Navy by the Kano
State Government.
In his weekly “Buffer
Zone” column on Blueprint
newspaper, Jibrin BabaNdace, in an article
published last August,
and titled, “Admiral
Gambo: Exploring naval
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diplomacy,” posited that
since his appointment as
the 21st indigenous Chief
of Naval Staff in January,
2021, Admiral Gambo
has left no one in doubt
about his commitment to
fulfilling the core mandate
of the Nigerian Navy in
its military, policing and
diplomatic roles.
Baba-Ndace, a former
Chief Press Secretary, CPS,
to Niger State Governor,
Abubakar Sani Bello, said
Vice Admiral Gambo has
made naval diplomacy one
of the cardinal priority of
his administration through
the demonstration of
uncommon leadership
and engagement with
stakeholders at home
and reaching out to other
navies around the world.
“In implementing his vision
which is “to leverage on all
factors of national location,
technology, training,
teamwork and synergy to
re-energize the Nigerian
Navy and enhance it as a
well-motivated and ready
naval force in fulfillment
of national security
objectives,” the Chief of
Naval Staff has shown
a firm commitment to
securing Nigeria’s maritime
domain.
“While focusing on this
primary role of military
duties and policing
Nigeria’s territorial waters,
Admiral Gambo has
continued to ensure that
the Nigerian Navy plays its
diplomatic role through
port calls, receiving and
visiting other navies on the
continent and around the
world.
THE NIGERIAN NAVY
NOW A GLOBAL FORCE
TO RECKON WITH
“In less than six months, he
has played host to Ghana’s
Chief of Naval Staff, Rear
Admiral Issah Adam
Yakubu for the Maritime
Security Operations
meeting between the
Nigerian Navy and Ghana
Navy; Inspector General,
Senegalese Armed Forces,

President
Muhammadu
Buhari,GCFR
“We should note that we are in a
critical period where our country
is faced with a serious decline
in our revenue and the security
challenges we are facing. The
present realities, therefore, call for
prudent resource management,
innovativeness, accountability
and careful maintenance.I wish
to reiterate that despite these
challenges, our administration is
very determined to ensure that the
Navy is well supported to achieve
its statutory responsibilities. Let me
assure you that the Government will
continue to support the ideals of the
Nigerian Navy in the performance of
its constitutional duties. God bless
the Nigerian Navy, God bless the
Federal Republic of Nigeria. Onward
Together.”
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Major General Elhadji
Daouda Niang; Executive
Secretary, Gulf of Guinea
Commission, Mrs Florenta
Adenike Ukonga; Equatorial
Guinea Ambassador to
Nigeria, Mr Francis Mangue;
Turkish Ambassador to
Nigeria, Ambassador Hidayet
Bayrakktar; and Indian High
Commissioner to Nigeria, Mr

“play crucial role ensuring
safe navigation, delivery
of maritime security as
well as enhance the safety
of Nigeria’s maritime
environment and also serve
as critical component in the
projection of naval power for
enhanced maritime security
in the Gulf of Guinea.” In line
with established tradition,

Baba-Ndace, maintained
that Vice Admiral Gambo’s
strategic deployment of
naval diplomacy using
soft power signals his
understanding of aggregated
views of naval strategic
thinkers on the role of navies
in nations’ quest for national
power and relevance of
maritime power to national

Chief of Naval Staff (CNS), Vice Admiral Awwal Gambo and Lagos State Governor, Mr.
Babajide Sanwo-Olu during a courtesy visit to the Governor, at Lagos House, Marina, on
Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
Abhay Thakur.
“Within the same period,
the Chief of Naval staff has
also visited Ghana, France
and Russia all in furtherance
of the diplomatic role of the
Nigerian Navy. In Russia,
Admiral Gambo joined
his Russian counterpart,
Commander-in-Chief of
the Russian Navy, Admiral
Nikolia Yevmenov for the
2021 Russian Navy Day
Celebration.
“In Ghana, he attended
2021 International Maritime
Defence Exhibition and
Conference as well as signing
of bilateral cooperation
agreement between the
Nigerian and Ghanian navies.
In Saint Nazaire, France, the
Chief of Naval Staff took
delivery of Nigerian Navy’s
first ever purpose built new
Offshore Survey Vessel, NNS
LANA, as representative of
Minister of Defence, Major
General Bashir Magashi (rtd).
“NNS LANA is considered
as a platform that will

the Chief of Naval Staff and
Nigerian Ambassador to
France, Dr Modupe Irele bid
the vessel farewell on April
16, 2021 at the Port of Saint
Nazaire.
“The homeward voyage of
the new acquisition also
afforded Nigerian Navy a
chance to leverage on the
journey to enjoy port calls
to Lisbon, Las Palmas, Banjul
and Tema-Ghana.”

security and national
interest.
It is also worthy to note that
across Northern Nigeria,
the Nigerian Navy has its
personnel involved in all the
major security operations
ongoing. For the benefit of
hindsight, Naval personnel
do not only fight on or in
water, they also contribute
actively to land operations
as well.

NAVAL POWER FOR
MARITIME SECURITY

NAVAL PERSONNEL
FIGHTING ISWAP-BOKO
HARAM

In his address to the Ship’s
Company, Vice Admiral
Gambo said: “the foremost
desire of every littoral state is
to have a fleet with the right
mix of platforms to meet
its operational objectives.”
He emphasized that: “NNS
LANA will serve as a force
multiplier in Nigerian Navy’s
ability to project naval power
for enhanced maritime
security in the nation’s
maritime environment and
the Gulf of Guinea.”

Operation Hadin Kai in
the North East has more
than 170 Naval personnel
involved, Operation Hadarin
Daji in the North West
has more than 250, and
Operations Safe Haven and
Whirlstroke in the North
Central have more than
100 Naval personnel. The
Nigerian Navy has also
contributed personnel to
Exercise Swift Response,
Operation Safe Corridor, and
other ongoing operations.
O UR N IGER IA
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According to Thomas
Bolokor, understanding
these contexts will help
to convey a greater
appreciation of the
Navy’s efforts in national
security.
“Even as the primary
mandate of the Nigerian

human trafficking, illegal
fishing, trafficking of
drugs and weapons,
etc), it is also expected
to actively collaborate
and synergize with sister
agencies to ensure the
all-round protection
of Nigeria’s territorial
integrity, regardless of

“Central to discharging
these responsibilities
adequately are the
milestones of operations,
fleet renewal, and
technology. One example
of a project in which
all three overlap is
the game-changing
Falcon Eye project, a

veritable force multiplier
to Nigerian Navy’s
operations.
“The effects of the
operationalization
are already being
felt. According to the
International Maritime
Bureau (IMB), piracy

FALCON EYE CENTER at Naval headquarters that monitor the whole Naval ships activities at sea including the arest of crimals, pirates, etc.

Navy is to fights all
forms of criminality that
take place in Nigeria’s
maritime environment
(sea robbery, piracy,
crude oil theft, poaching,
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terrain or geography,” he
said.
Bolokor, an Abujabased public affairs
analyst, added:

sophisticated maritime
surveillance system
domiciled at the Naval
Headquarters and the
operations commands.
This asset constitutes a

incidents in Nigeria’s
coastal waters have in
2021 dropped to the
lowest levels since 1994.
Similarly, the Defence
Web maritime security

COVER STORY
report of 15 Oct 21
noted further decline
in reported cases of
piracy and armed attacks
against shipping.
“The report further
noted that the overall
reduction in piracy
and armed robbery
incidents in the GoG
bears testament to
enhanced maritime
security in the region.
And, most recently,
in October 2021, the
Nigerian Navy, working
with other partners
across Government,
seized 32.9kg of cocaine
being illegally shipped
into Nigeria. It is easily
one of the largest such
discoveries ever, in the
country.”
OTHER FEATS
RECORDED BY
ADMIRAL GAMBO
Other feats recorded
by the Kano Stateborn erudite Naval
Chief include flagging
off a 2-day retreat on
“Effective Management
for Nigerian Navy
Operational Efficiency”,
for senior Naval officers,
sometime in September
2021.
The Nigerian Navy (NN),
last year, also launched
a new Landing Ship
Tank (LST) at Damen
Shipyard, Sharjah, United
Arab Emirates. The
construction of the ship
began about 3 years ago
and when commissioned,
will replace the first
set of LSTs of the NN,
NNS AMBE and NNS
OFIOM which have been
decommissioned.
The introduction of the
LST to the NN inventory
will bolster NN sealift
capability. Specifically,
it would enhance the
transportation of troops,
military hardware,
vehicles in the conduct
of maritime security
operations launched
from sea as well as
supply of relief material
during period of national
emergency.

Furthermore, the vessel
will serve as a critical
component of naval
power projection for
enhanced maritime
security in the Gulf of
Guinea and beyond. In
its secondary role, the
LST will play a critical
role in the protection
of maritime assets and
preservation of law
and order at sea, thus
contributing significantly
to promotion of global

of 15 days @ 15 knots.
If she is to be used for
humanitarian missions/
evacuation, she can
accommodate over 450
persons on its upper
and lower decks in short
trips.
NAVAL POST IN
BAKASSI
Additionally, the Nigerian
Navy is set to establish
an outpost at Ikang

“Even as the primary
mandate of the Nigerian
Navy is to fights all
forms of criminality that
take place in Nigeria’s
maritime environment
(sea robbery, piracy,
crude oil theft, poaching,
human trafficking, illegal
fishing, trafficking of drugs
and weapons, etc), it is
also expected to actively
collaborate and synergize
with sister agencies to
ensure the all-round
protection of Nigeria’s
territorial integrity,
regardless of terrain or
geography,”
maritime commerce,
peace and safety.
The new LST has a
complement of 32 crew
and 250 embarked
persons and a length of
100.08m. She is powered
by 2 Caterpillar/Cat
3516 C-rating engines
and 4 Caterpillar C-18
generators. Furthermore,
she has an endurance

and a naval security
station at Dayspring
Island. Both locations
are in the Bakassi Local
Government Area of
Cross River which shares
maritime boundary
with the Republican of
Cameroon.
Then, on 25th October
2021, the Chief of
Defence Staff, General

Leo Irabor, launched four
Semi Ballistic Gunboats
constructed for the
Defence Headquarters
by the Naval Shipyard
Limited in Port Harcourt.
At the inauguration
ceremony, Vice Admiral
Gambo stated that the
construction of the Semi
Ballistic Gunboats is
yet another milestone
achievement by the
Naval Shipyard Limited
in the provision of
necessary support to
the on-going effort at
combating threats to
the nation’s maritime
interest.
Speaking further,
Admiral Gambo said
the protection of
Nigeria’s maritime
environment remains
a key mandate of the
Nigerian Navy hence
the need for developing
requisite capacity for
ship building as well as
provision of necessary
logistics support for the
sustenance of the fleet.
The Admiral Gambo’s
Nigerian Navy has also
signed a contract with
a Turkish company,
Messrs Dearsan Shipyard
Limited for the purchase
of 2 brand new Offshore
Patrol Vessels. The 2
vessels are expected to
be completed within 37
months.
NIGERIAN NAVY, A
YEAR WITH ADMIRAL
GAMBO
A year after taking over
the mantle of leadership
from his predecessor,
with groundbreaking
achievements to
showcase as the 21st
Naval Chief, it won’t be
preposterous to conclude
that Vice Admiral AZ
Gambo, has indeed,
worked hard to advance
Nigerian Navy’s efforts
to effectively discharge
its constitutional
responsibilities, chief of
which is the protection
of Nigeria’s vast maritime
environment.
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MY MESSAGE TO NIGERIAN YOUTHS:
DYNAMISM IN POLITICS AND NIGERIA’S
FOUNDING FATHERS
- Amb. TY Buratai (Lt. Gen. Rtd.)

L

et me begin by
stating unequivocally
that I have spent
my entire service life
defending my nation
and democracy because
I am convinced that it
is the political system
most conducive to
peace, sustainable
development, the rule
of law, and respect for
human rights, which are
the three pillars of any
healthy and democratic
nation. Permit me to
utilize this opportunity to
congratulate Nigeria and
all Nigerians, particularly
the youth, on 22 years
of uninterrupted
democratic
administration. Some
may argue that Nigeria’s
young democracy
is nothing to
celebrate
because its
elections,
which
are

there is no need to
commend the Nigerian
democratic project. I
respectfully disagree.
We are evolving, and
as you can see, the
system is improving
daily as a result of our
leaders’ periodic
enhancements to
the democratic
system. For
instance, the
2022 Electoral
Act which the
President,
Commanderin-Chief,
President
Muhammadu
Buhari just
signed

democracies live, on
average, nine years
longer than citizens
of poor autocracies,
because they have
better access to health
and education.
Democracies
are also less
vulnerable
to famines
and
conflicts.

designed to serve as
means for the peaceful
resolution of political
rivalries, are frequently
flashpoints for political
bloodshed. I concur
that elections devoid
of integrity cannot
bring legitimacy to the
winners, security to
the losers, or public
confidence in their
leaders and institutions.
This weakens polities by
encouraging disaffected
groups to seek out less
constructive outlets
for their discontent.
Because of this challenge
associated with all
nascent democracies,
some people feel that

into law, is a factor that
will undoubtedly improve
the transparency and
acceptability of the
country’s future elections
and promote democratic
governance.
Democracy remains
a universal aspiration
because it actually
delivers. For example,
of the twenty countries
with highest levels of
human development as
measured by the UN’s
human development
index, nineteen are
liberal democracies.
Among the top forty,
thirty-six are liberal
democracies. And even
the citizens of poorer

philosopher, Aristotle,
who said, “Man is,
by nature, a political
animal.” It means that a
man is born, lives, and
dies as a member of a
community, and the
affairs of that community
are therefore his and
vice-versa. This is why
since my transition
back to civilian life
from the Army, I have
continued to participate
in every civic activity
I could to promote
peace and strengthen
our democracy. It is
the reason I decided to
send this message to all
Nigerian youths.
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It was
the
Greek

Democracy is known
as the finest form of
government. Why
so? It is because in a
democracy, the people
of the country choose
their leaders who will
then form a government
to lead them. They enjoy
certain rights that are
very essential for any
human being to live
freely and happily. On
the other hand, Good
governance has been
defined to refer to
structures and processes
that are designed to
ensure accountability,
transparency,
responsiveness, rule
of law, stability, equity
and inclusiveness,
empowerment,
and broad-based
participation. Good
governance also
represents the
norms, values
and rules of the
game through
which public
affairs are
managed in a
manner that
is transparent,
participatory, inclusive
and responsive.
If we want to continue
to make our democracy
work and deliver
dividends, we must
take the critical issues
of participation and
a vibrant democratic
system in Nigeria as
sacrosanct, and our
youths must embrace
what I termed political
dynamism. Political
dynamism can be defined
as vigorous political
activity that is geared
towards progress, and
strength in the polity. It
is usually characterized
by patriotism, service
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to the fatherland, and
youth inclusivity. Youth
can be a creative force,
a dynamic source of
innovations, and they
have undoubtedly,
throughout history,
participated, contributed,
and even catalyzed
important changes in
political systems, powersharing dynamics, and
economic opportunities.
However, young people
also face poverty,
barriers to education,
multiple forms of
discrimination, and
limited employment
prospects and
opportunities. This
is a global challenge
although it differs across
countries, and it is why
the youth must take the
issue of electing their
leaders very seriously.
Our greatest resource
as a country is not
crude oil or any of the
natural minerals but
our population, our
youth. Today, we have
the largest global youth
population in history,
and the large majority
of young people around
the world are committed
to peace, sustainable
development,
and human rights.
Throughout my time in
the Army, I’ve met with
many groups of young
people, including youth
groups, student groups,
and young leaders. I’ve
always been impressed
by their talent,
knowledge, and desire to
make the world a better
place.
If I should take you
back to memory lane
to the history of our
founding fathers, which
most people agree that
Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe,
Sir Ahmadu Bello, the
Sardauna of Sokoto, and
Chief Obafemi Awolowo
agreed on, you will
find out that they all
started as youths fired
by political dynamism.

Dr. Azikiwe captured
the nation’s attention
when, in 1937, he
arrived in Nigeria with an
electrifying personality
and a bundle of talents,
and on November 22,
1937, he published the
maiden edition of his
popular newspaper,
The West African Pilot.
The Sardauna started
to experiment with his
leadership qualities right
from Katsina Teachers’
College, and later
on, through political
dynamism characterized
by inclusiveness of all
ethnic nationalities in
the North. Same with
Awolowo who showed
his people the power of
education as a liberating
and equalizing force in
any society. All three

become friends since
Enahoro’s bill was tabled,
refused the terms and
conditions. Because the
Sardauna was fine with
them, Macpherson,
Nigeria’s governor,
brought Sardauna,
Azikiwe and Awolowo
together in his office to
jointly fashion new terms
and conditions.
After the meeting, which
ended at 10:10pm, he
presented the trio to
the media and the Daily
Times the following day,
naming them The Big
Three. Since then, it has
stuck that they were
founding fathers because
their tribes and their
parties were the largest
and because it offered an
inclusive impression that

The legacies must be
protected for a greater
Nigeria and formidable
future generations

of these great leaders
practiced political
dynamism characterized
by non-violence,
patriotism, human
development, and
service to humanity.
The first time all three
met together was
on Friday, June 19,
1953. Enahoro’s SelfGovernment-Now bill
and the consequent
resignation of all the
Action Group’s federal
ministers caused a
constitutional crisis
which made Nigeria
ungovernable. Oliver
Lyttleton, the secretary
of state for colonies,
tried to salvage the
situation by inviting
the main players to a
constitutional conference
in London. But Awolowo
and Azikiwe, who had

all the regions had a say
in the formation of the
country.
In countries emerging
from or facing conflicts,
young people can engage
in peace-building by
leading non-violent
movements and using
innovative solutions
to mobilize societies
to bring about the
needed transformation.
Young people have
demonstrated the
potential to build bridges
across communities,
working together to help
manage conflict and
promote peace. Young
people play a big role
in conflict and peacebuilding, and they can
be agents of peaceful
change and help rebuild
lives and communities,
making the world a

better place.
President Muhammadu
Buhari has laid a
foundation for a new
Nigeria. Despite the
myriad of challenges,
he has kept faith
with his vision and
principles. The youths
must carry these vision
and principles beyond
this administration.
The legacies must be
protected for a greater
Nigeria and formidable
future generations.
My message to young
people today is that
they must not let
themselves be used as
willing tools by door-die politicians who
want to stir up trouble
in their communities.
Instead, you must
embrace the tenets of
political dynamism and
root out every factor
that contributes to the
democracy deficit in
Nigeria, namely voter
apathy, ballot snatching,
looting, arson, and the
likes. You constitute
a large percentage of
our voting and working
population. You are
also going to be the
number one population
block that will suffer
the consequences of
bad governance and
incompetent leaders in
the future. Therefore,
you must do everything
to safeguard your
future survival and
welfare in mind. Get
actively involved in the
democratic process by
joining a political party
and electing those who
will lead you. Remember
that voting is a civic
duty expected of every
Nigerian.
I thank you all Great
Nigerian Youths.
Ambassador Tukur
Yusufu Buratai (Lt Gen
Rtd)
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VIOLENCE IN NIGERIA: WHY ARE THE BANDITS EMBOLDENED?
By Matthew Eloyi

I

t was the Afro-American
civil rights activist and
anti-racism campaigner;
Martin Luther King, Jr. who
said: “This is the ultimate
weakness of violence: It
multiplies evil and violence
in the universe. It doesn’t
solve any problem.”
The Nigerian history is full
of stories of violence and
many people wonder why
Nigerians have continued
to remain in one country
notwithstanding the
violence menace that
has been threatening the
corporate being of the
country and her people.
According to records,
different typologies of
violence varying from
ethno-religious conflicts to
indigenes versus settlers
conflicts, Niger Delta
resource-based conflict
to Boko Haram violence
menace, and communal
chaos over land dispute to
farmers/herders clashes,
as well as gender, schoolbased violence and political
violence among others,
have at various timelines
affected the progress and
peaceful co-existence of
the good people of Nigeria.
The deadliest forms of
violent conflicts in recent
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times have been the
farmer-herder conflicts,
the Boko Haram operations
in the north-east and the
activities of bandits in the
north-west and northcentral parts of the country.
From east to west, north to
south, security in Nigeria
has taken a dangerous
dimension in recent
times that the security
infrastructure seems to be
at sixes and nines. Almost
on a daily basis, bandits or
kidnappers make mockery
of the security forces by
their brazen attacks on
Nigerian citizens, rich or
poor, men or women.
Even children have been
abducted in some cases,
and students too.
Almost every region of
Nigeria has experienced
one form of violence or
the other since the country
gained independence in
1960. Nigeria was engulfed
in a civil war between 1967
and 1970, and following
the survival of the country
from the claws of civil war,
Nigeria has continued to
stay together despite the
immense religious, ethnic
and cultural diversity of
her people. Some believe
that the diversity is one of

the sources of the country
strength while others
believe it is the gun powder
to many violent conflicts in
the country. To an extent,
Nigeria which is the largest
community of black people
in the world has despite
the plethora of challenges
continued to forge ahead in
unity as a nation.
Aside from the civil war,
banditry and the Boko
Haram violence are the
most noticeable and
lingering violent conflicts
that have crippled the
economy of the country.
Even though, the Boko
Haram undertakings have
been largely localized in
the north-east, the entire
country is suffering as
a result of the violence
that is fast damaging the
reputation of the country
among international
communities. Also, there
have been pockets of
human rights violation and
unlawful killings including
torture and enforced
disappearance and illtreatment in some parts of
the country especially in
the north-east.
According to findings,
bandits are emboldened
because they have “strong

and powerful” sponsors
and as such can afford
sophisticated weapons.
Also, the country’s political
atmosphere has always
encouraged banditry in the
form of political conflicts,
communal violence and
ethnic-religious clashes,
and the latest of which
is Boko Haram insurgent
attacks on public places
such as schools, places
of worship, market
places, government and
military installations. In
other words, bandits are
emboldened by occasional
political violence,
hereditary corruption,
nepotism, tribalism,
indiscipline in virtually all
facets of the country.
How much has been lost to
banditry?
Reliable records for losses
across the entire country
are hard to come by,
given that much of the
violence has occurred
in rural communities
and as such has never
been reported by either
the media or security
agencies. According to
reports, however, at least
8,000 people were killed
between 2011 and 2019,
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with the greater part of
the casualties occurring
over the last three years.
The crisis also has
gender-differentiated
effects on the country’s
population. Countless
numbers of men have
been abducted or killed,
as well as robbed of their
possessions, leaving
thousands of women as
both widows and sole
remaining breadwinners.
But the female gender
has also been targeted for
attacks, which frequently
involve gender-based
violence. Many have been
abducted and raped,
sexually assaulted during
attacks or forced into
“marriage”, especially to
members of the armed
gangs whose attacks on
farming villages are partly
motivated by communal
vendettas. Banditry has
also exacted a severe toll
on children. According
to reports, over 20,000
children have been
orphaned as a result
of banditry in the last
decade.
The provision of public
services and social
amenities by federal
and state governments
has also been adversely
affected. Resources
that would have been
committed to providing
social services have
instead been diverted to
responding to the security
challenge. In many parts
of Nigeria, the violence
has deeply troubled the
economy. Agriculture,
which has been the only
source of livelihood for
about 80 per cent of the
population, has been
particularly hard hit. For
several years, farmers in
the affected areas have
been abandoning their
fields for fear of attack
or abduction. Countless
hectares of farmland have
been either damaged
or rendered out-of-theway as a result of attacks
by herder-allied armed
groups and criminal
gangs. These disorders
have impoverished
farmers and herders alike,
created food shortages in
some communities, and
heightened malnutrition

particularly among
children. Businesses have
been similarly disordered.
Thousands of shops
and other businesses
in north-western and
north-eastern Nigeria
are in wrecks or have
shut down due to direct
attacks and abduction of
businessmen and women.
Significant amount of
private properties have
been lost too.
How is Nigeria ranked in
World Violence index?
According to the 2021
Global Peace Index (GPI),
Nigeria is ranked 146th
out of 163 countries, in
terms of peacefulness.
The country moved a
step away from the 147th
position it was in 2020,
although it still placed 8th
among the least peaceful
(most violent) countries in
Africa after South Sudan,
Somalia, the Republic of
the Congo, Libya, Central
African Republic, Sudan
and Mali.
According to the report
released in mid-June,
2021, Nigeria finished
with 2712 points and was
graded low on the state
of peace out of ‘very
high’, ‘high’, ‘medium’,
‘low’ and ‘very low’ on
the chart. The data also
showed that civil unrest
in sub-Saharan Africa
rose by more than 800
per cent over the period
with Nigeria accounting
for the highest number
of demonstrations and
the most increase in civil
unrest.
The dent in the image of
the country
The reputation of a nation
both at home and abroad
is a moral question. It
may appear immaterial
but the benefits and
advantages flowing
from a good image are
immeasurable. The
perception of a country
by members of the global
system, how a country
pursues its relationship
with others and
particularly, the behaviour
of its citizens at home and
abroad combine to define
the country’s image. It is
however, regrettable to

note that banditry and
other forms of insecurity
have dented the image of
Nigeria in the comity of
nations.
In February, 2021, the
Canadian government,
in its travel advisory,
warned its citizens against
non-essential travels to
Nigeria due to the high
level of insecurity and
banditry in the country.
For fear of terrorism and
banditry, the U.S. and
several other countries
had also at different
occasions, cautioned
their citizens residing in
or visiting Nigeria against
traveling to some parts
of the country. This ugly
development has badly
affected the country’s
economy as investors are
afraid of coming to invest
in Nigeria.
However, as Nigerians, it
is pertinent that we strive
to re-sketch a good image
of our nation and what
she stands for and seek to
redress the ugly picture
which violence, terrorism
and banditry has carved
out for us.
Possible solutions
Solutions to certain
problems are sometimes
so obvious that we forget
they are there. And by the
time people get to solving
them, they wonder why
they never thought of it
at all.
To correct the ills that
have threatened the
unity of the nation and
promoted violence
and the upsurge of
bandit groups in the
country over the
years, the following
recommendations may
help:
Firstly, the government
policy should prioritize
basic options that could
address the causes of
banditry or violence in
the country. In other
words, the policy
structures should cover
fair distribution of the
country’s wealth without
marginalisation of some
geopolitical regions of
the country. This implies
that the ideologies
of true federalism

should be respected,
adopted completely and
utilise in the sharing
of the national wealth
and appointment of
individuals into positions
of authority since
the ills that follows
inequitable distributions
of the nation’s wealth
and positions of authority
have been identified
as major factors that
promote distrusts among
the ethnic nationalities,
the consequence of which
is agitation and violence.
In essence, the
government should shun
the popular practice of
mediocrity and embrace
meritocracy. Those who
are qualified and have
attained the status of
Directors and Permanent
Secretaries in the Federal
civil services or those who
are qualified to head the
armed forces are over
and over again denied
their rights for preferred
candidates. These
practices have added
to the problems of the
country over the years.
The government at all
levels should as a matter
of urgency desist from
such practices to maintain
unity of the nation and
to promote peaceful coexistence.
The government
should also improve
in her development
plans and provide the
people with social
infrastructure. Education
and employment
opportunities should
be provided for eligible
and qualified citizens
regardless of social status.
Most importantly,
every security
measure embarked
on by the federal
government should
be all encompassing,
such that adequate
funds, equipment and
other forms of logistics
are made available
to the security units.
However, it is the hope
of Nigerians that the
recent declaration of
bandits as terrorists will
go a long way in curbing
the menace and restore
peace to the country.
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MNJTF: Securing the Lake
Chad Basin and Bringing
Hope

A

s Islamist groups
grew and
expanded their
operations during the
2000’s and early 2010’s
in the Sahel, and the
Boko Haram’s insurgency
began in 2009, security
forces across the region
were increasingly directly
challenged by these
groups. This prompted
countries along the Lake
Chad Basin, including:
Cameroon, Chad, Niger
and Nigeria, in addition
to Benin (although not
directly bordered by Lake
Chad, but feel the need
to render assistance,
since its neighbours are
directly involved, joined
the party), to coordinate
against Boko Haram
militants through The
Multinational Joint Task
Force (MNJTF).
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By Lawrence Audu

Although their
commitment to the force
over the years has been
inconsistent, with funding

Groups like Jama’tu Ahlis
Sunna Lidda’await WalJihad (JAS), otherwise
known as Boko Haram,

Under President
Muhammadu Buhari,
the political process of
expanding the MNJTF was
given new strength and
energy, which led to swifter
progress
problems and a lack of
synergy and intelligencesharing hindered its
effectiveness, leading to
Jihadists often regrouping
when troops withdraw.

and Ansaru were the
most active and well
known, until April 2015,
when the MNJTF’s
mandate was expanded
to encompass counter-

terrorism operations.
Recall that in January
2015 while the
insurgency raged on, the
MNJTF headquarters
in Baga, Borno State,
Nigeria, was overran by
militants of Boko Haram,
who then proceeded to
massacre local residents
and destroy the town,
displacing many citizens.
At the time, only Nigerian
soldiers were present in
the Headquarters. There
were reports that they
fled the attackers. It was
an ignominious moment
for the MNJTF, and
indeed the contributing
nations.
Under President
Muhammadu Buhari,
the political process
of expanding the
MNJTF was given new
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strength and energy,
which led to swifter
progress, including the
expansion of troop
numbers and mandate,
and the relocation of
the Headquarters to
N’Djamena, Chad.
The MNJTF, after being
authorized by the Peace
and Security Council
of the African Union in
early 2015, and later
recognized by the
United Nations UN, has
become a full-fledged
force, carrying out its
mandates with attendant
successes, leading
to the neutralisation
of scores and the
surrendering of over
7000 insurgent elements
and their families. The
use of non-kinetic, as
well as psychological
operations, via strategic
communication by a
host of partners have
cumulated into these
surrenders.
The successes of the
MNJTF is largely due
to the pro-activity of
Nigeria’s Chief of Defence
Staff, General Lucky
Irabor, whose strategies
involves synergy with
other security agencies
and strengthening
bilateral military ties,
in addition to a resolve
to seeing the end of
insurgency not just within
Nigeria, but the entire
West Africa and the
Sahel. This strategy has
proven to be as potent
as seen by the dwindling
rate of insurgency
in Nigeria today. His
directive it is to clear
remnants of hibernating
ISWAP and Boko Haram
fighters from the fringes
of the Lake Chad.
In a recent interview, the
Force Commander, Major
General Abdul Khalifa
Ibrahim, who is a real
combatant and a military
strategist, said the
combination of greater
synergy, cooperation,

training and the injection
of renewed enthusiasm
is responsible for the
successes in recent
times. “All the Sectors
have been effectively
repelling attacks on their
locations. We are able
to track movement of
the terrorists better,
even across borders,
and in December 2021,
MNJTF carried out a
big operation jointly by
Nigerian and Nigerien
Sectors of the MNJTF.”
“It was code-named
Op SHARAN FAGE. It
enabled us to go deep
to the shores of the Lake
Chad. Areas such as

“So the MNJTF should
be expanded so that
Africa will see this
security challenge as
a collective issue of
concern. Recently, we
have seen the insurgents
attacking countries as
far as Mozambique. But
expanding the members
alone won’t be enough.
More resources will be
needed,” says Dr Sani.
The early scepticism
in the International
Community that the
Force can deliver
results, are now being
neutralised by the
many accolades the

To achieve success in going
forward, there must be
a renewed commitment
from Troop Contributing
Countries to swell the ranks
of the Force with additional
deployment
Asaga, Metele, Kangarwa
among other places were
cleared. Nobody lives
in those areas and they
are not occupied by the
criminals,” he added.
For Dr. Abubakar
Mohammed Sani of
BRAVE-IT, there is a
greater need for the
MNJTF system to be
expanded to include
more sub-Saharan
nations, as well as Mali
and Burkina Faso, and
so on. This is because it
will be very difficult for
the MNJTF countries to
crush insurgency and
other related issues if the
terrorists still have easy
access to logistics and
manpower from Mali and
Libya.

MNJTF is getting from
credible institutions
like the government of
the United Kingdom,
the African Union, the
United Nations, AFRICOM
and a host of others,
many of whom have
strengthened military
ties with Force in other
to boost the fight against
insurgency. Certainly,
the MNJTF deserves
credit for boosting
cooperation among the
countries surrounding
the Lake Chad, which
effectively stopped the
advance of Boko Haram
in 2015-2016, made it
split in several factions
and, in the period from
2017 to 2019, was able
to free civilians in areas
controlled by the terrorist

group and ensured the
delivery of humanitarian
aid.
Political crises emanating
from some parts of West
Africa, leading to military
interventions in Mali,
Guinea and Burkina Faso,
definitely will pose a
great challenge to MNJTF
even as it has been able
to liberate all territories
within its areas of
operations, leading to the
return of thousands to
their communities. There
is, therefore, a greater
need for reinforcement,
more so that French
and other allied forces
have pulled out of Mali,
creating a vacuum which
may overwhelm the
country, thus providing a
safe haven for Islamists to
spread their campaigns
to neighbouring countries
around the Sahel.
To achieve success in
going forward, there
must be a renewed
commitment from Troop
Contributing Countries
to swell the ranks of the
Force with additional
deployment, while
development partners
like the European Union,
the United Nations
and others must in all
sincerity step up funding
and logistics for its
operations. Lake Chad
once one of Africa’s
largest freshwater
bodies and a source of
livelihood for about 30
million people, receding
at over 90% of its original
size since the 1960s,
according to the UN.
Concerned countries
must see the need to
do whatever it would
take not just to end
insurgency in the region,
but to also save the lake
and bring human activity
back to full capacity.
Lawrence Audu is a
Journalist and Researcher
on Conflict and Security
Strategies.
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Russia-Ukraine Conflicts: War
of Supremacy and Accentuated
Lessons II
By Prof. M. K. Othman

T

he war started on
24th February 2022
making it to be in
the fourth week with
carnage multiplying by
the day. Although, there
was a serious threat to
Russian interest and
national security but
cannot justify the kind
of destruction being
inflicted on Ukraine.
Truly, Ukraine is a mere
pawn in the global
chessboard of America
and Russian supremacy
of power tussles. The
carnage, human waste,
infrastructural collateral
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damage, and the deadly
blow on the world
economy are too costly
for the human race to
bear and ignore. The
world may be brought
to its knees if something
is not instantly done
to halt the hostility.
Ideally, the United
Nation should urgently
stop the calamitous and
fatal destructions in
this war. However, the
inequitable structure of
the UN cannot assert
itself to police the world
in an issue involving,
Russia, one of the five

permanent members
of the Security Council.
Thus, on 2nd March,
United Nations had an
emergency meeting
on the Ukraine war,
141 of the 193 UN
member states voted
for a resolution that
condemned the invasion
and called for Russia
to withdraw its forces.
35-member states
abstained, while five,
including Russia, voted
against the resolution.
This resolution is
mere rhetoric with
inconsequential effect

since Russia holds veto
power. The glaring
inequality among the
nations under the United
Nation platform needs
to be addressed one
day. The veto power
of the five permanent
members of the UN
Security Council is akin
to the immunity clause
of Nigerian governors
and presidents under
the constitution. What
are the reactions of the
world?
The world reacted
with deep shock and
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condemnation of Russian
blatant action against
Ukraine militarily.
Ukraine miscalculated
and got an unexpected
result. Hitherto, America
with its Western allies
was expected to go
the extra mile in the
protection of Ukraine in
the event of a Russian
attack but what are we
seeing? Ukraine was
given support in form
of finances and military
equipment. America
provided weapons worth
$350 million to Ukraine;
the European Union
(EU) released over $500
million in military aid
to Ukraine. Germany
supplied Ukraine with
over 1,500 anti-tank
weapons and surface-tomissiles, while Britain,
France, Similarly, the
Netherlands, and other
European countries have
separately provided
either weapons or funds
for the purchase of
weapons. This means
that the political leaders
of these countries
placed a high premium
on human lives, too
precious to risk being
placed as military aid
to the Ukraine-Russia
war. Ukraine is gradually
finding itself alone facing
dreadful consequences of
Russian aggression.
In the first place, Ukraine
should have restrained
itself to avoid the war.
The war with Russia
should have been the
last thing for Ukraine, no
matter the temptation
of securing support
from NATO or Western
countries. This is because
Ukraine has all along
been in turmoil facing
internal antagonism of
rebels from the eastern
region. The rebels are
Russian-speaking people
in the eastern region
called “Donbas”. They
have engaged Ukraine
troops in a deadly war
that claimed the lives of
14,000 people and twice

“defeated” Ukrainian
troops in August 2014
and January/February
2015, respectively.
The defeats forced
Ukraine to sign a peace
accord that granted
the region a degree
of self-rule thereby
allowing the creation
of a police force, local
prosecutors, and judges
for the region. With
the ongoing hostility,
President Putin, in a
carefully orchestrated
meeting of the Russian
Security Council, signed
a recognition degree
in a well-televised

same status as the “most
favored nation” in global
trade. Likewise, in the
sports arena, Russia
has been expelled from
major international
sporting and athletics
organizations, including
UEFA and FIFA, the
European and world
football governing
bodies, respectively.
On mortalities, both
sides have lost thousands
of troops from 3,000 to
10,000, depending on
the news source (halftruth, half-propaganda),
but UN Right Office Data

Finally, the key lesson from this saga,
the UN must put a ceiling and limit
the outbursts and manipulative
tendencies of the world leaders,
the so-called global power in their
supremacy tussle.
ceremony. This means
Putin has formally
recognized the rebel
regional independence
and promised to sign
friendship treaties, a
move that could pave
way for Russia to openly
support the region with
troops and weapons.
The situation looks
gloomy for Ukraine
but Russia is not also
finding the war rosy as
the economic blockage
is already bearing fruits.
The Russian currency
Ruble lost over 30% of
its value against the US
dollar and the value
continues downward.
Recently, the US House of
Representatives voted to
suspend Russia’s “most
favored nation trade
status”, which would
tighten the Western
chokehold on Moscow’s
economy. This will allow
President Biden to raise
tariffs on imports from
Russia and its closed
ally, Belarus. Similarly,
the G7 countries voted
to strip Russia of the

(OHCHR) indicated the
civilian casualties to be
816 lives with 1,333
injured as of 17th March
2022. Refreshingly, the
allies of both sides are
restraining in joining the
conflict. So far, NATO or
US have not declared
“no fly-zones over” even
after repeated calls from
President Zelensky of
Ukraine. President Biden,
British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson, and NATO
Secretary-General Jens
Stoltenberg have all
stated that a no-fly zone
over Ukraine is not on
the table for discussion.
China and North Korea
have not given military
support to Russia. The
world is fully conscious;
the joining of these allies
to the conflict might
result in the third World
War with the potential
of using Nuclear
weapons. The inferno
may consume the planet
called “earth”. God
forbids, amen. So, what is
the way out?
On Sunday, 20th March

2022, when I am writing
this piece, the Ukraine
President Volodymyr
Zelensky appeared in
the CNN Show “Fareed
Zakaria GPS” frantically
pleading “I am ready for
negotiations with him”,
referring to Russia’s
President Vladimir Putin,
adding “negotiations are
the only way to end this
war”. He said, “If there
is one percent chance
for to stop this war, I
think we need to take
this chance, to have the
possibility of negotiating,
if these attempts fail,
that would mean that
this is third world war”.
This sounds to be a
surrender and Russia
should take the offer and
amicably negotiate for
an immediate cease-fire.
However, the lesson for
Ukraine; the country
must learn the politics of
neutrality as it is on the
borderline of hostility
between the east and
the west, socialist and
capitalist, free and
regulated markets.
Finally, the key lesson
from this saga, the UN
must put a ceiling and
limit the outbursts and
manipulative tendencies
of the world leaders, the
so-called global power
in their supremacy
tussle. Their actions in
crossing redlines have
cost the world hundred
of thousands of lives
in addition to massive
displacements of millions
across the world. The
allegation of “weapon
of mass destruction”
linked to Iraq and its
aftermath is still fresh in
our memory. Now, we
have Ukraine episode
an absolute threat for
the possible use of
Nuclear weapons, whose
destructive capabilities
are limitless spatially
and temporarily. The
world is tired of war, war,
and war, to burrow Bob
Marley’s song.
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The
impeachment
script in
Nigeria: In
consideration
of the then
Taraba and the
now Zamfara
States saga.
JAPHIL Y. S.

On a cursory study of African government- one can easily inhale that unhealthy
relationship between especially, state governors and their deputies from time
immemorial. These are mainly born out of political interest, over ambitions, fear,
anxiety and insubordination. Nigeria in particular is not a stranger to that experience.
Only in Nigeria, the process of impeachment is nothing short of script; written, edited,
produced, casted, acted and directed by the interested parties.

I

n 2012 the
Deputy governor
of Taraba state
Mr. Sani Abubakar
was impeached/
removed in office over
allegations of fraud
and abuse of office.
He was accused of
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using his office to
divert Millennium
Development Gold
projects to his private
use among others.
In the case, Danladi
v. Dangari [2015] 2.
Nigeria Weekly Law
Report [pt 1442] 234.

It was observed that
the Deputy Governor
was impeached within
6 days! The panel,
it was gathered, sat
for just a day and
transmitted its report
to the state House

of Assembly the
preceding day and
was impeached same
day. All these drama
was against the appeal
by the erstwhile
Deputy Governor who
requested for 4 days
adjournment on health
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ground and to enable
his two witnesses to
attend the panel and
testify in his defense.
But the panel refused
that request and
closed the case and
submitted its report
which tumultuously
led to his removal.
Annoyingly, just
between the 28th
September, Friday,
2012 to 3rd October,
2012, the script for
the impeachment was
initiated, cooked and
perfected in 6 days!
Without stressing ones
imagination, it would
be safe to hold that,
it was acted perfectly
, an inevitable but
disturbing impression
that the panel
composed of
interested parties
who were merely
there for personal
vendetta.
On the other
page, and more
shocking, is the
now Zamfara
State, where
in just one day, 23rd
February, 2022, the
script goes like this;
the House of Assembly
received a panel report
that investigated the
erstwhile Deputy
governor Alh. Mahdi
Aliyu, 2. Amended
the ‘Order’ in order to
deliberate,3 resolution
passed and adopted, 4
in few minutes, votes
for impeachment
was casted voting the
victim out of office,
5. In few hours later,
the State House of
Assembly received a

fiat from the governor
nominating a new
Deputy, Hassan Nasiha,
a serving Senator of
the Federal Republic of
Nigeria, 6. The House
amended the fiat to
reflect invitation of the
new Deputy nominee
to be screened, 7. He
honored the invitation
and immediately
got screened and
resolution passed
hastily recommending
him for the office, 8.
The governor assented
to the resolution
and called on the
Chief Judge of the
state-Kulu Aliyu who
administered the oath
of office to the new
Deputy Governor.

easily smell the plot as
follows: a concocted
idea, a Kangaroo
panel, a purported
and questionable
investigation, and the
speed, the swiftness
of the process and
finally the execution
of the impeachments
/ removal of the
Deputies from office.
Funnily, the process of
the two impeachment
merely played out
a script in a badly
Nollyhood mockbuster!
Of course, justice
delayed is justice
denied. The reverse is
also disturbing, justice
rushed is equally
justice denied and

But it appears these Governors
are only interested in things
that stumbled on their political
aspirations.
All these in one day!
[sharp sharp!]
Just like his senior in
Taraba, he too was
impeached with total
votes of 20 out of 24
members of the House
of Assembly of alleged
offenses of abuse of
office, criminal selfenrichment using
public funds and
failure to discharge
official duties.
Objectively, from the
look of things, by the
agility of crescendo of
desperation, one can

in these two cases,
it’s a serious travesty
of justice and an
unquantified threat to
democracy. Whatever
the grave allegations
levelled against the
two Deputies, be it a
simple misdemeanor
to high offences like
allegations of serious
gross misconducts,
bribery and treason,
at least the alleged
offenders are entitled
to fair hearing and
at least 3 months of
investigation, with
no less than ten

sittings, examination
of witnesses of
the accused and a
sound verdict before
impeaching/ removing
the officers.
Albeit, I’m not holding
brief for the Deputies,
but I opined that if
such haste and energy
in removing these
Deputies in office is
channeled toward
tackling insecurity,
poverty, economic
development and
social amenities in
those states, we
would at least smile.
But it appears these
Governors are only
interested in things
that stumbled on their
political aspirations.
They usually act
swiftly only over
crisis that would
affect their interest.
Therefore, come
2023, lets join hands
and elect responsive
leaders; leaders who
will keep the interest
of the people at
heart. Leaders who
will serve and be
servants to the people
not the other way
round. Besides, part
of the constitutional
responsibilities of the
Governors of all the
states in Nigeria shall
be the protection of
the citizens and their
welfare. Simply put,
elect those who will
protect your interest
in the next coming
election.
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PROFESSOR MAIMUNA’S ONE YEAR GIANT
STRIDES IN FUGA
By Adamu Saleh

“ Iam extremely overwhelmed by the
confidence you reposed in me and I
promise you my total and unreserved
dedication in offering my service to
Federal University Gashua and Insha Allah,
I will never fail you” Professor Maimuna
Waziri.”

F

ederal University Gashua
(FUGA) is one of the 12
universities established
by the federal government
in each of Nigeria’s six
geographical zones to
provide tertiary education
to the country’s teeming
youngsters. The Federal
government established an
implementation committee
comprised of the National
Universities Commission
(NUC), the Tertiary Education
Trust Fund (TETFund), and
other important stakeholders
as part of successful
planning.
The proposal’s first phase
began in February 2011 with
the establishment of nine
universities, while the second
phase, which included the
remaining three universities,
including Federal University
Gashua (FUGA), began on
February 18, 2013, following
the appointment of the the
pioneer Vice Chancellor,
Professor Shehu Abdul
Rahman.
Faculty of Arts, Management
and Social Science, Faculty
of Science, Faculty of
Agriculture, General Studies
and Entrepreneurship
Development Unit, School
of Preliminary Studies, and
Centre for Irrigation and
Desert Studies all began
formal academic activity in
2014.
In addition to the units
indicated above, the
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university now contains
four faculties, 24
departments, and 22
undergraduate programs.
At full maturity, the
University is expected
to have the following
Faculties, Schools,
Units, and Centres,
each of which will run
a number of programs
or provide vital support
services: Agriculture,
Arts, Education,
Environmental Studies,
Health Sciences, Law,
Management and Social
Sciences, Pharmaceutical
Science, General Studies
and Entrepreneurship
Development Unit, and
School of Preliminary
Studies are among the
faculties. Others are,
School of Postgraduate
Studies, Centre for
Agricultural and Rural
Development (CARD),
Centre for Gender
Studies and Skill
Development (CGSSD)
and Centre for Energy
Studies (CES).
After Professor Andrew
Haruna’s five-year term
expired on February 11,
2021, the Governing
Council of Federal
University Gashua,
led by Chairman
and Pro-Chancellor
Mallam Ibrahim
Akuyam, approved the
appointment of Professor
Maimuna Waziri as the
third substantive Vice
Chancellor on January
16, 2021.
Professor Maimuna
Waziri, a professor of
Analytical Chemistry,
had served as the
Deputy Vice-Chancellor
(Administration) for four
years, pioneer Dean,
Faculty of Science,
Head, Department of
Chemistry, and acted
as Vice-Chancellor for
over 50 times. When she
took office on February
11, 2021, she wasted no
time and left no stone
unturned in repositioning
the university to
compete with other
universities.
Maimuna Waziri

inherited an almost
depleted treasury, but
that did not deter her;
she was well on her way
to taking the university
to new heights while also
meeting the expectations
of employees, students,
and key stakeholders.
Professor Maimuna
Waziri immediately
issued a matching
order, instructing the
Department of Works
and Physical Planning
to investigate the
feasibility of completing
all abandoned projects
and determining what to
do with the deteriorating
facilities on campus.
She also asked the
Environmental Science
and Agriculture faculties
to help the environment
by providing a green
environment and
food for not just the
university, but also the
surrounding community.
She also urged
FeduConsult to consider
ways and avenues for
the institution to earn
additional revenue,
hence increasing its
Internally Generated
Revenue (IGR). Maimuna
urged employees to go
to the newly founded
Centre of Excellence,
which is open to research
in all fields of human
endeavor, and see what
they can do to help the
center and the university.
In just one year of her
five-year tenure, the
professor of Analytical
Chemistry and academic
par excellence has met
a decent percentage
of the expectations
of staff, students, and
other stakeholders, and
has kept everyone’s
aspirations bright and
promising. This was
accomplished by bringing
her vision, enthusiasm,
humility, experience,
pedigree, and academic
know-how to bear on the
governance of a young
and promising university
in order to reform it
academically so that it
could compete well with
universities throughout
the world.

There is widespread
belief within the
university’s four
faculties that if she can
improve the university’s
infrastructure and
academic program in
just one year, she is the
appropriate person for
the job of Vice Chancellor
of FUGA. Professor
Maimuna Waziri has
brought unprecedented
development to the
university in a year,
and her main concern
here was to carefully
develop the university
while keeping in mind
the master plan and in
accordance with the
institution’s vision and
mission, which is aimed
at attracting senior
academic and nonacademic staff as well as
prospective students.
To attain these goals,
she proposed forming
partnerships and forming
connections with other
sister universities both
inside and outside the
country, knowing well
that this is one of the
most effective methods
for the university to
expand and compete
with its peers. The
invitation of various
developmental partners
and other stakeholders
to the University, which
is delivering beneficial
outcomes to the
university’s advantage, is
one of the success stories
of Maimuna Waziri’s
careful leadership style
and credibility. She has
blazed a trail for the
university, raising the bar
for others to follow. This
will go a long way toward
awakening leaders to the
impact that devotion,
creativity, focus, tenacity,
and vision can have on
the life of an institution,
particularly a growing
one.
Recognizing that
providing qualified
teaching and nonteaching staff is critical
to a university’s
development, Maimuna
swung into action upon
taking office, and with

the help of a strong
and dynamic Governing
Council, she was able
to recruit high-ranking
flying Principal Officers
for the university, a
development that the
university had not seen
since its inception, about
nine years ago.
Since her appointment,
the university has hosted
a two-day course on
capacity building for
assessing and winning
research grants, as well
as a five-day program
on ICDL Base Module
and ICDL Intermediate
Module Training for both
academic and nonteaching employees.
Despite the country’s
financial challenges,
Federal University
Gashua, led by Professor
Maimuna Waziri, has
made significant progress
in the area of physical
infrastructure, including
the completion of
ongoing and abandoned
projects, as well as
the construction and
renovation of structures
for the benefit of staff
and students.
She began work on
projects that have a
direct impact on the
university’s life but
have previously been
neglected by the
previous administration,
such as the rehabilitation
of the English Language
Library, the restoration
of the university’s
website, which had been
abandoned for years, and
the creation of a staff
email address, ten solarpowered boreholes, the
construction of a ministadium, the renovation
of the sporting hall, the
construction of a new
sporting hall, and the
construction of a new
sporting hall. Professor
Maimuna Waziri’s
achievements are too
numerous and cannot be
completed in this piece
for want of space. She
is indeed “a woman of
many firsts”.
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Dr. Kyari Dikwa Harps on Entrepreneurship, SMEs as
Panacea for National Development
By: Collins Mbakwe

T

he founder and
President, AlAnsar Foundation,
Dr. Mohammed Kyari
Dikwa has said that
the importance of
entrepreneurship to
national development
cannot be overemphasized.
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He made this statement
at the Maiden
Marketplace Exhibition
and Annual General
Congress organized
by the University of
Maiduguri Alumni
Association (FCT Chapter)
on March 19, 2022,

titled: Entrepreneurship
and SMEs as Panacea for
National Development,
Dr. Dikwa thanked
the organizers of the
event for their vision
and doggedness. He
expressed joy for being
part of the event.

In a paper presentation

Dikwa stated that

entrepreneurship is
known to be a leading
vehicle for job creation
and economic growth
all over the world. He
emphasized that world
over, especially in
developing countries,
entrepreneurship is
often seen as one of the
cornerstones of poverty
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alleviation.
He further noted
that owing to its
great importance,
countries pay special
attention to the needs
of entrepreneurs
by creating strong
infrastructural
frameworks; conducive
policy and strong
legal and regulatory
environments;
improved access to
capital, protecting
intellectual property
rights and infant
industries and
technologies from
unfair competition.

Dikwa said, “Looking
at the economic
development of
America, one cannot
but admire the vision,
courage, and impacts of
the so-called “Men who
Built America”.
“I believe that in
Nigeria, and indeed
in Africa, a few good
men and women can
replicate and surpass
these models and set
the country firmly on
the path of economic
diversification,
industrialization, and
self-sufficiency in
food and other basic
commodities,” he
added.

While noting his
admiration for the
patriotism and
invaluable contributions
of the men who built
America, Dr. Dikwa
expressed optimism
that a few good men
in Africa and Nigeria
would replicate or
surpass that.

According to him,
Entrepreneurship as a
cornerstone of national
development for
emerging economies,
has garnered support
among a broad
spectrum of scholars,
policy makers, and
governments.

In his presentation, Dr.

“Entrepreneurship
contributes to a nation’s

economic development
by creating jobs and
fortune for a nation.
The job creation by new
and existing businesses
is one of the basic
goals of economic
development.”
Continuing, Dr.
Dikwa stressed that
entrepreneurship has
been found to have
a strong correlation
with capacity building,
unemployment
reduction,
technology transfer,
industrialization,
improved local content
policy, development
of apprenticeship and
poverty alleviation.
He Stated that
Small and Medium
Enterprises (SMEs)
occupy a place of
pride in virtually every
country or state.
“From this viewpoint,
the development of
SMEs can be seen as
one of the necessary
conditions for economic

development,” he said.
The founder and
president of AlAnsar Foundation
expressed regret that
SMEs in Nigeria are
below the expected
optimal level. He said
these problems have
reduced remarkably,
the volume and variety
of production and
employment possible
for SMEs in the national
economy.
In his conclusion,
Dr. Dikwa called for
effective strategies
for revamping and
reforming the SMEs
sub-sector through
appropriate advice
to government on
policy formulation and
execution.
Dikwa recommended
that government
provides various
incentives and support
to the right operators
including funding in
loans, equity, or grants,
among many others.
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YOUTH DEVELOPMENT: TY BURATAI
FC ENGAGES FC RENAISSANCE OF
THE NIGER REPUBLIC

Engineer Hassan Mohd(L) and other officials of TY Buratai FC

Engineer Mohammed presenting an award plaque

S

ports, especially
football, which
is anchored on
fairness, inclusiveness,
endurance, and
discipline, can also serve
as a veritable tool for
non-kinetic strategy in
conflict management,
defeating an insurgency,
and peacebuilding. This
is more so if we take
into cognizance the fact
that a majority of those
engaged in insurgency
and banditry are youths
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who, mostly because
of the shortage or
unavailability of conduits
to channel their energy
and passion, end up
as willing tools in the
hands of unscrupulous
elements.
TY Buratai FC of TY
Buratai Football Academy,
which is now based in
Keffi, is one football club
that has been breaking
new ground across
Northern Nigeria in the

last three years. The team
has consistently been
organizing competitions
between local teams
spread across different
states, identifying new
and promising talents,
and even visiting
neighbouring countries
for friendly matches. In
the last three years, TY
Buratai FC has helped
in giving hope to young
people who now see
sport as a means to earn
self-respect, overcome

poverty, build bridges,
and new partnerships.
TY Buratai FC today
slugged it out with
Azizam FC of the Niger
Republic in Niamey.
Although the match
ended in a draw because
no team was able to
score a goal, the players
displayed exceptional
skills and played with
vigor. Both teams
were passionate about
defending their country
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Tukur Buratai FC players

e to Colonel Major Hamidou

in the match, which lasted
for 90 minutes.
The Chairman of the
Nigerien Football
Federation, Colonel Major
D Jibrilla Hima Hamidou
who declared the friendly
match open, commended
the officials of TY Buratai
Football Academy for their
dedication and how they
have been extending the
hand of friendship to the
Niger Republic. He also
extolled the vision and
foresight of the patron

The players and staff of the Nigerian Embassy in Niamey

and lead promoter of the
club, H.E. TY Buratai. The
President of TY Buratai
Football Academy, Engineer
Hassan Mohammed, later
presented an award plaque
to Colonel Major Hamidou.
Engineer Hassan
Mohammed told this
magazine that the players
and officials of TY Buratai
FC exhibited a high level
of resilience, discipline,
and patriotism. He also
used the opportunity to

thank the patron of the
team, Ambassador Buratai
for remaining consistent
in supporting the team
at all times. “This is what
I call a classical example
of giving back to society;
it might seem like a small
thing to some people, but
I can assure you that these
youths are happy for the
opportunity,” said Engineer
Mohammed.
The team also visited
the Nigerian Embassy

in Niamey where they
interacted with Nigerian
diplomats on matters
relating to sports, the
history of the diplomatic
ties that exist between
Nigeria and the Niger
Republic, and current
affairs.
The friendly match saw the
attendance of distinguished
personalities and lovers of
football.
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Examining Gombe United’s fight, chances
in 2021/2022 NPFL season

T

he Nigeria
Professional
Football League
is the highest level of
the Nigerian football
league system that
every club would love
to win following some
of the incentives in
terms of continental
ticket and possibly
money splash (by some
sports-loving governors
and stakeholders) that
accompany such victory
at the top flight football
league.
Many clubs have tried to
return to the NPFL after
years of relegation and
this is not unconnected
to the glamour of
attention that is often
given to teams playing in
the first-tier league. It is
not surprising that clubs
and Management of
clubs do work very hard
to ensure that they retain
their slot by fighting hard
to win matches to ensure
that they avoid relegation
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and stay in the league.
Gombe United Football
Club also called the
Savannah Scorpion has
been known for their
doggedness in the league
and have produced
some great players
while displaying good
performances to the
amazement of fans and
sports enthusiasts in the
state and outside the
state.
In 2018/2019 season,
Gombe United was
relegated to the secondtier of the Nigerian
league but they did
everything possible to
ensure a quick return to
the NPFL.
The Savannah Scorpion
got a goalless draw in
last game with Niger
Tornadoes in Nigeria
National League (NNL)
Super Eight play-off
in Enugu and earned
qualification back to
NPFL.

The Savannah Scorpion
finished second on the
log with five points in
three matches in Group A
of the Super 8 playoffs.
Celebrations and
commendations came
from all angles including
that of Gov Inuwa
Yahaya of Gombe State
as fans expressed their
readiness and delight to
watch their darling team
welcome big names in
Nigerian domestic league
to the 12,000-capacity
multi-purpose stadium in
the heart of the Pantami
town.
Prior to the
commencement of the
league, confidencebuilding was done as
major stakeholders
expressed optimism that
United would do well
to secure something
tangible at the end of
2021/2022 NPFL season.
Aliyu Zubairu, the
Technical Adviser of

Gombe United Football
Club expressed optimism
that the club will pick
continental ticket during
the 2021/2022 Nigeria
Professional Football
League (NPFL).
Zubairu in an interview
with the News Agency
of Nigeria (NAN) said
the club would not just
participate in league
to “make the number
but to contest for every
available laurel.’’
According to him, the
team has the structure,
system and philosophy
that helped it secure
promotion to the NPFL as
it will be fortified to give
a good fight to any team
in the NPFL.
“I feel ok about
our promotion and it is
a terrain that I am very
used to and we are going
to contest for laurels.
“Gombe United is not
going to make up the

SPORT
number as we used
to be, we are going to
contest for anything that
is available.
“With more support, we
will grab a continental
ticket and surprise
Nigerians,’’ he said.
The club’s technical
adviser said the team
was being prepared for
the competition ahead,
adding that all necessary
requirements toward
fortifying the team would
be prioritised.
“We are trying to
fortify the team and no
team in the world is a
complete team, so you
don’t expect us (Gombe
United) to be complete.
“But where we have
our shortcomings, we
are trying to do some
shopping and get some
players that can fit into
the team to be able to
fight for laurels next
season.’’

Dr Larry Daniel, the
chairman of Gombe
United Management
disclosed plans to finish
among the top four in
the 2021/2022 season of
the Nigeria Professional
Football League (NPFL).
United started on a
shaky note but picked up
strongly and even went
on a five match unbeaten
streak beating the likes
of Remo Stars who were
on unbeaten run in the
league until they met
the Savannah Scorpion
in Gombe and were
shocked.
Between Feb 3 and
Feb 23, United played
five matches winning
three and drawing two
securing 11 points out
of available 15 giving a
73.33 per cent winning
performance which
made the Savannah
Scorpion one of the most
dreaded teams in the

Zubairu said he believed
that his team would
put up a good show at
the NPFL, and our fans
“should be very sure that
we are going to compete
for laurels and I believe
we will get it by God’s
grace.
“Those teams getting it
are not in any way better
than us, it all depends
on the mindset of the
players and the level of
preparation and that we
will work on to surprise
Nigerians.’’
Adding to the
confidence-building,

NPFL especially giving
the fact that they beat
Dakkada FC in their own
“backyard.”
In spite these superb
performances and
sacrifice, little motivation
(financial) came from the
state government even
though salaries were, to
be fair to the government
constantly paid.
The rumour of
huge outstanding
match bonuses had
lingered since the
commencement of the
league but there was
absolute quiet in that

regard.
This had really affected
the performance of the
team in recent times as
Coach Aliyu Zubairu had
to burst the “balloon”
over the match bonuses
which many sports
analysts have referred
to as poor financially
motivation.
The technical boss
decried the poor financial
motivation for his team
in the 2021/2022 Nigeria
Professional Football
League (NPFL).
Zubairu, while speaking
during a post match
conference, after his
team’s mid-week game
against Abia Warriors of
Umuahia, at the Pantami
stadium, Gombe said
his team was not well
motivated financially to
contest for the NPFL title.
“I don’t think we are
bargaining for contention
in the league; this is not
the way it goes.
“Everybody
knows the
financial
challenge of
this team;
any team
that wants to
contest, this is
not the way it
goes,” he said.
Everybody
knows the
financial
challenge of
this team;
any team
that wants to
contest, this is not the
way it goes,” he said.
Zubairu said that his
team had been going
through a lot of hard
times financially.
“I commend my
management for going
the extra mile to raise
finances for the team to
travel.
“If not, things are not
rosy; no single match
bonus has been paid as
I speak with you; last
season match bonuses
are outstanding.
“There is nothing
motivating the team;

out of over 20 match
bonuses only one or
two has been paid,’’ he
stated.
Zubairu however, said in
spite of the club’s poor
financial position, his
team would continue to
put up good fight in the
league.
Now the good fight
to survive in the
league to meet their
expectations before
the commencement
of the league is what
many fans have become
sceptical about in view
of the recent form of the
Savannah Scorpion which
is being interpreted
within the confines of
financial motivation.
However, shortly after
Gombe United’s match
with Rivers United on
Sunday, Dr Larry Daniel
who doubles as the
Executive Secretary of
the Gombe State Sports
Commission assured that
the state government
was committed to
addressing issues that
could hinder the chances
of the club in the NPFL.
Daniel stated that in
spite the match bonuses
outstanding, Gov Inuwa
Yahaya of Gombe State
deserved commendation
for prioritizing payment
of salaries to the team
and the coaching crew.
He assured that the state
government would in a
short time intervene to
further encourage the
team while appealing
for more patience and
dedication from the team
towards getting better
results.
Whether Gombe United
will overcome these
financial challenges and
wax stronger as the
NPFL enters its second
half is a matter of time
but one thing is sure,
Gombe United fans are
ever ready to support
the team and ensure
that their darling team
remains in the NPFL, that
alone is another trophy
on its own.
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DANGOTE
REFINERY
COMPLEX
Dangote Oil Refinery is a
650,000 barrels per day (BPD)
integrated refinery project
under construction in the Lekki
Free Zone near Lagos, Nigeria.
It is expected to be Africa’s
biggest oil refinery and the
world’s biggest single-train
facility.
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